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ZOG - FORTY THREE
3102 Eden Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009

Launch Schedule

SPORT LAUNCH
Old National Pike Park

9:00AM-4:00PM
March 21st

PUBLIC LAUNCH
Goddard Space Flight Center

Visitor’s Center
March 8th

PUBLIC LAUNCH
Goddard Space Flight Center

Visitor’s Center
April 5th

Next Issue’s submission
deadline is March 24th!
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From the Prez:
Greetings to all NARHAMS members
reading this column, I am happy to report
that our new editor is now on-board and
appears to be heading in the right direction.
Bradley Grant has agreed to step up and be
the editor of our ZOG-43 newsletter. Please
let me emphasize this is our newsletter. We
need you to contribute to this publication. I
for one feel this is a worth while means of
communication and dissemination of the
hobby that we all can enjoy. Even in the age
of the internet and everybody having
portable devices any keeping connected can
sometimes seem overwhelming, taking the
time to read a club newsletter is a good
thing. I am directing this to everyone
reading this, submit something to our
newsletter. Even if Bradley doesn’t need it
right away, he will get to it. The e-mail
address for submissions has not changed.
ZOG43editor@yahoo.com is where you send
your articles and pictures.

The flying season is getting closer and I for
one am looking forward to flying new sport
models I’ve gotten done while on my
sabbatical from work ☺. I will now start
putting together the contest models for the
upcoming meets from a collection of old
models, parts and upgrades to older models
and heaven forbid even build some new
contest models. We have a slightly different
contest calendar this year which ends on
June 30th, 2009.  The club is going to attend
the Blue-Grey Regional near Richmond, Va.
in April. We are also going to attend the
SCST Regional outside Pittsburgh in June.
We will also be hosting the ECRM Regional
over Fathers Day weekend the third
weekend in June. So make plans now to
come join us. If you want to learn more
about contest flying, come talk to me or
send me an e-mail, we would like to have
you join us. One more note about ECRM, we
will be hosting the meet and could use any
help we can get with supporting the contest.
There will be lots of sport flying and we are
planning on having a bbq/picnic on Sunday

Fathers Day after we close down the
range.

I talked a little bit last month about some
changes coming this year for the club.
One area that I want to focus our efforts
on is to obtain another or secondary
launch site. My first choice is for this to
be a sod farm or something similar.  I have
tapped our Section Advisor to head up
this undertaking by starting with a land
owner presentation. The club’s initial
response was positive. If you would like
to offer your input or assistance with this
project, I am sure Mark would enjoy the
help. We’ll keep you updated and don’t
forget to send us your submissions for
our newsletter!

Jim Filler

NARHAMS POLO
SHIRTS
NARHAMS Polo shirts will be available
for purchase at this months club
meeting.
Shirts will cost $30.00 and are available
in sizes up to 4XL.  The brand is Port
Authority and the style will be the same
as the TARC and NARAM50 shirts.
If you are interested, please have cash
or check ready for Tom Ha.  Tenative
Deadline to purchase the shirt is 3/21/
09.

Jennifer Ash-Poole and Kevin Johnson building rockets at the
February Meeting. Photo by Jim Filler

A collection of rockets on display at the
February Club Meeting. Photo by Jim
Filler

                 

Coming in the April 2009 Issue
A conversation witrh Steve Eves. The builder of the 1/10 scale Saturn V
How to get started into Rocketry. An article by Doug Pratt and Brad Grant
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ZOG-43 is the official newsletter of
NARHAMS the National Association of
Rocketry Headquarters Astro Modeling
Section # 139

NARHAMS is the oldest model rocket club
in the United States!

ZOG- 43 is dedicated to model rocketeers
of all ages, abilities, and interest. We are
committed to providing the most current,
up-to-date information on model and real
world rocketry, and to provide educational
material as well as entertaining information.
ZOG -43 is published monthly and is
available to anyone on a subscription basis.
Current rates are $10 for meeting pickup or
email or $15 for postal mail U.S. Funds for
12 issues a year, payable to NARHAMS
  Material in ZOG -43 is not copyrighted.
Free and unlimited reproduction is granted
with the proper credit to the author and/or
ZOG-43.

For more information.....

If you have any questions about ZOG-43
or NARHAMS, or if you have any
comment(s),  correspondence, free
merchandise or if you’d like to submit an
article, send them to :

ZOG-43, 3102 Eden Drive

Abingdon, Md. 21044

E-Mail ZOG-43 at:
zog43editor@yahoo.com

ZOG-43 is edited by Bradley Grant, and is
an eight-time winner of the  NAR/LAC
“Rockwell” Trophy, recognized as the best
NAR section newsletter.

Years won: 1969, 1973, 1975, 1990, 1991, 1992,
2003, & 2004

Zog-43 staff typist is none other than
Jennifer Ash-Poole a.k.a. Secretary to the
Stars !

Photographs: by Whomever has a camera,
except where noted.

ZOG-43 is produced on a HP Compaq
NX7300 using Adobe PageMaker.  Masters
are printed on a  very big copier/printer.

This Edition: 35 copies

NARHAMS ON THE WEB

http://www.narhams.org

Send and receive E-mail with other
NARHAMS members through NARHAMS

Web page grouplist via yahoo-groups.

ZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURT
( NARHAMS OFFICERS )

ZOG  (President)

Jim Filler

 410-674-6262

Vice Zog (Vice-President)

 Chris Ha

COLLECTOR OF THE  ROYAL
TAXES  (Treasurer)

Ed Pearson    301-577-7775

 KEEPER OF THE HOLY WORDS
( Secretary )

Chris Kidwell  571-434-7507

COURT JESTER  (Section
Advisor)

Mark Wise

NARHAMS serves Baltimore, the state of
Md., Washington DC and the surrounding
Metropolitan areas. The club is a section
of the National Association of Model
Rocketry (NAR) and we are the oldest
continuously active model rocket club in
the United States, first established as a high
school club in 1963, changing our name to
NARHAMS when chartered as a NAR
section in 1965. NARHAMS is the only
seven time winner of the NAR “Section of
the Year” award.

Years won: 1997,1998,1999, 2001, 2004, 2006,
and 2007

NARHAMS members regularly fly their
model rockets at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center on Soil Conservation Rd. in
Greenbelt Md. The launches are open to
the public and are held the first  Sunday of
every month (weather permitting), starting
at 1 PM.

Sport Launches are usually held the third
Saturday of every month at Old National
Regional park near Mt. Airy, Md. Check the
web page for updates.

NARHAMS welcomes all prospective new
members to our monthly meetings. They are
held on the first Saturday of the month from
5:30 to 9:30 PM at the College Park Airport
Annex Building. Dues are 10 cents a week,
with an initial 50 cents up front (good for 5
weeks) as a sign of good faith.

Monthly meetings available on-line via
chat-room , simply go to the NARHAMS
homepage and click on the link.

Directions to College Park
Airport:

Follow I-495 to Kenilworth Ave. South.
Make a right onto Paint Branch Parkway,
then make a right on Cpl. Frank S. Scott
Dr. At the airport entrance go straight to the
Operations Building, the annex building is
adjacent to the “Ops” building.
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Q2g2 Igniter Problem
Solution:
By ROMC: John McCoy  - Nar-15731  -
Feb.7, 2009:

Fixing the continuity
ignition problem.

We were introduced to
Quest’s next generation Q2 igniters
at Naram-50 last year.  These new
igniters were specifically designed for
use with Quests new 9v hand-held
controllers.   What we didn’t know
is that this new igniter design also
lowered the resistance considerably
from the original Q2.

If your using one of the older
Estes controllers, a club or home
made system set-up for 12volts and/
or uses just about any 12volt bulb
type continuity check lamp you
should carefully check this igniter/
Controller combination out before
loading a model on your pad.

All 3 of the clubs launcher
rack system controllers used some
form of bulb continuity check. We
have found our systems ignite these
low current (mA) igniters the
moment the continuity lamp was
turned on or safety key is inserted.
I’ve found a couple of my old 12v
Estes hand controllers with bulb type
continuity lamps do the same.

To fix the clubs equipment, a
super bright LED with in-line resistor
to lower both voltage and Milliamp
value was tried.  According to
Quest, Q2g2 igniters have an “All-
Fire” rating at 25mA.  To run a 3V
Led on our 12volt systems we need
an in-line resistor anyway so using
the same formula we used to
workout the proper power supplies
for our night launch models it was
possible to lower the mA value as
well.

Looking though my LED
stock the brightest green LED on

hand is an S-flex packaged 3mm
8000mcd green Super Bright
LED.  These normally runs on
3vdc at 20mA by adding a
680ohm resistor which was
closest value 1/4watt resistors I
had to 600ohms the formula
suggested, I believe we have a
winner.    Wanting also to save
and reuse the panel mounted
green lamp jewels if possible this
package looked like a better fit
than most of the available housings
and/or Standard 5mm round
LEDs.  As it tuned out we were
able to save 2 out of 3, retrofitting
the new led combos inside the old
panel jewel mountings with the use
of some Styrofoam spacers and
electrical tape.   The third was
surface mounted with the aid of a
¾” diameter styrene disc, a little
VHB tape and some scrap
adhesive backed Artfoil to dress it
up the installation just a bit.
After bench testing we now have
continuity check safe controllers
for the most common igniters.
    If our Launch Managers will
request testing from some of our
Sport flyers who use common E-
match types and other low
Current igniters and test few
different Relay coil resistance
ratings to see if 15mA is low
enough to make our controllers
completely continuity check safe
in all modes, I’d be vary grateful.

New Products
LOC Precision Mini-Missiles part 1 of 2

Thumbing through the January February
2009 Edition of Sport Rocketry I noticed
that LOC Precision was offering a new
line of Rockets.  Called the LOC Mini-
Missiles, the rockets are A-B-C engine
versions of their High Power Rockets.

I proceeded to order the LOC Fantom
Mini.   It only took a few days to get to
me in the mail and they sent as a free gift
a very nice Pocket Planner.   While I have
not had a chance to build the rocket, it
came in a very nice plastic package
(don’t have to worry about the contents
getting damaged) and the directions
seem to be straightforward.

I will build the rocket for the April edition
of the ZOG and hope to have some
flights on it.

Stay Tuned
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Pratt Hobbies is proud to an-
nounce that we are now a QUEST
dealer!  Contact us for all your
Quest and MicroMaxx products.

New T-Shirt! Check it out at
www.pratthobbies.com

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Mention your NARHAMS
membership on

the online order form for a
Special Ludicrous Discount!

National Air and Space Museum Family Programs February-
March 2009 

African American Pioneers of Aviation Discover the early African

American pilots who fought to overcome discrimination and became heroes of the skies. Enjoy
storytelling, tours, and hands-on activities.  National Mall building, Saturday February 14,
DetailsUdvar-Hazy Center, Saturday, February 21, Details10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Women in Aviation and Space Learn about the accomplishments of women

who contributed to aviation, science and space exploration history with book signings, storytime, and
fun hands-on activities. Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, Saturday, March 14, Details10 a.m. - 3
p.m. 

Kites of Asia  Explore how kites fly, watch amazing indoor kite-flying

demonstrations, learn the art of ancient Asian kite-making, view a unique collection of historic kites,
and speak with local kite experts. And make your own kite to take home!National Mall building,
Saturday, March 21, Details 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Flying Altimeters
By Jim Filler NAR # 27862

I finally got to do some flying at the
February 21st sport launch.  Even though
conditions were cool, 42 degrees and
winds variable from 5-15,  it was bearable.
I purchased a Perfectflite ALT15K which
is one of the approved NAR altimeters for
altitude tracking when using altimeters
and it is an approved model for TARC.
Before Thanksgiving Doug Pratt
contacted several of us to do some flight
testing of his new “Little Red Altimeter”
which you can see is about the same
width but shorter then the Perfectflite
model in the picture. (See photo # 1333) I
was able to get three flights done,
increasing the motor power with each
flight. I built a payload bay to go on top
of my 3 finned shortened bertha. (See
photo # 1330) In the payload bay I
installed two 19 mm tubes and glued them
in place with bulkheads on the bottom.
(See photo # 1331)Then I drilled holes
through the exterior into each bay. Each
bay had a small piece of foam under the
altimeter then one piece of foam on top of
the altimeter.
 
I made each flight with both the “Little
Red Altimeter” in one bay and the
Perfectflite in the other.  I tried to make
both bays identical as possible to
compare the altimeters. My results were
not what I was expecting. I plan on doing
some follow up work with this model and
setup to see if I can obtain results that are
closer.  Stay tuned!
 
First flight was a       B6-2      LRA ( no
reading )              PA   85 feet
 
Second flight was a  C6-3      LRA   249
feet                    PA  348 feet
 
Third flight was a    D10-5      LRA   814
feet                    PA  1012 feet



ZOG-43 March2009 Page 4 ZOG-43March2009 Page 9

From Jennifer Ash-Poole
CONTRACT RELEASE: C09-007

NASA AWARDS ROTORCRAFT TECHNOLOGY
DEVELOPMENT CONTRACT

WASHINGTON — NASA has selected
three companies to receive a subsonic
rotary wing technology development
contract valued at $40 million.
The companies sharing the award are Bell
Helicopter Textron Inc. of
Hurst, Texas; The Boeing Company of
Chicago; and Sikorsky Aircraft
Corp. of Stratford, Conn.

This is a cost plus fixed fee, indefinite
delivery, indefinite
quantity contract with a five-year period
of performance beginning
Feb. 25, 2009.
The work will be performed for NASA’s
Subsonic Rotary Wing Project,
which the Fundamental Aeronautics
Program of NASA’s Aeronautics
Research Mission Directorate in
Washington funds and manages.

Under the terms of the contract, the three
companies will compete on
task orders to provide research and
development support. The support
areas include advanced rotorcraft
technologies, rotorcraft
requirements in the Next Generation Air
Traffic Management System,
prognostics and health management,
advanced rotorcraft
configurations, research flight testing,
wind tunnel test stands,
hardware gear testing components,
rotorcraft drive system sensitivity
studies, avionic processor equipment and
Global Positioning System
upgrades, engineering analyses of
advanced concepts, subject matter
expert review, and advanced cockpit and
crew station research.
The work will be performed at Bell’s
facility in Hurst, Boeing’s
facility in Mesa, Ariz., and Sikorsky’s
facility in Stratford.

For more information about NASA’s
aeronautics research programs,
visit:  http://www.aeronautics.nasa.gov

Super Pressure Balloon Sets New
Flight Record

Submitted by Jennifer Ash-Poole

February 11th, 2009
NASA’s 7 million cubic foot super
pressure balloon test flight has passed 43
days and is well into its third orbit around
the South Pole. This marks the milestone
of the longest flight for the NASA
Balloon Program.

The previous record was the Cosmic Ray
Energetics And Mass (CREAM) 2005
flight of 41 days, 21 hours, 36 minutes.
Many people have been associated with
the Ultra Long Duration Balloon (ULDB),
now the Super Pressure Balloon, project
for over 12 years. Untold days and late
nights have been spent diligently learning
from previous flights. All these dedicated
efforts have led to the design and
development of this super pressure
balloon that has performed flawlessly
during the current test flight.

our sister mission LCROSS, and
eventually encapsulated in the Atlas V
for its journey to the moon.”

LRO’s instruments have considerable
heritage from previous planetary
science missions, enabling the spacecraft
to transition to a research
phase under the direction of NASA’s
Science Mission Directorate one
year after launch.

Accompanying LRO on its journey to the
moon will be the Lunar Crater
Observation and Sensing Satellite, or
LCROSS, a mission that will
impact the lunar surface in its search for
water ice. The LCROSS
mission is managed by NASA’s Ames
Research Center at Moffett Field,
Calif.

Goddard manages the Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter for NASA’s
Exploration Systems Mission Directorate
in Washington.

For more information about LRO, visit:
http://www.nasa.gov/lro

article provided by Jennifer Ash-Poole

NASA LUNAR SPACECRAFT SHIPS SOUTH IN
PREPARATION FOR LAUNCH

GREENBELT, Md. — NASA’s Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter, or LRO,
spacecraft was loaded on a truck
Wednesday to begin its two-day
journey to NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. Launch is targeted
for April 24.

The spacecraft was built by engineers at
Goddard, where it recently
completed two months of tests in a
thermal vacuum chamber. During its
time in the chamber, the spacecraft was
subjected to hot and cold
temperatures it will experience as it orbits
the moon.

The satellite’s mission is one of the first
steps in NASA’s plan to
return astronauts to the moon. LRO will
spend at least one year in a
low polar orbit on its primary exploration
mission, with the
possibility of three more years to collect
additional detailed
scientific information about the moon and
its environment.

The orbiter will carry seven instruments
to provide scientists with
detailed maps of the lunar surface and
enhance our understanding of
the moon’s topography, lighting
conditions, mineralogical composition
and natural resources. Information
gleaned from LRO will be used to
select safe landing sites, determine
locations for future lunar
outposts and help mitigate radiation
dangers to astronauts. The polar
regions of the moon are the main focus of
the mission because
continuous access to sunlight may be
possible and water ice may exist
in permanently shadowed areas of the
poles.

“This is the culmination of four years of
hard work by everyone on the
LRO Project,” said Cathy Peddie, LRO
deputy project manager at NASA’s
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Md. “LRO now begins its
launch site processing, where it will be
prepped for integration with

LAUNCH EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN MOVED

This past weekend Jim Filler moved
our Launch Equipment to the new
storage facility. The facility is about .9
miles from the launch field. This should
make getting the equipment allot easier
for Launch Saturdays.

The club is still looking for Launch
Managers for July, August, November
and December.  If you are interested
please let Jim Filler know at the March
meeting

Two very nice Cineroc Rockets in the
Foreground with Scott Branche
listening during his presentation on
finishing. Photo by Jim Filler

Another nice collection of  rockets on
display at the February Meeting. Photo
by Jim Filler
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Saturn Loses it’s
Rings
By Bradley Grant, NAR  85261

First Quarter - March 4, 07:46
Full Moon - March 11, 02:38
Last Quarter - March 18, 17:47
New Moon - March 26, 16:06

No it is not a personal problem!!! The big
highlight of this month is that Saturn will
loose it’s rings. This will also be the time
that Saturn will be at it’s brightest this year.
According to the Astronomy Magazine Sky
Guide for 2009, this is caused when Saturn’s
Equitorial Plane coincides with it’s Orbital
Plane.
For chuckleheads like me, it means that it is
either spring or fall on Saturn, depending
on where you live.
So if you get the chance break out the ol’
telescope and see something that doesn’t
happen too often.
Reference
Ratcliffe, Martin and Talcott, Richard Astronomy
Magazine Sky Guide for 2009
page v

NARHAMS Sport Launch, February 21, 2009

100 Hours of Astronomy
By Jennifer Ash-Poole

Want to say you have flown at rocket at
NASA? Then come to the model rocket
launch at Goddard on April 5, in
conjunction with the 100 hours of
Astronomy. You can bring your own
rocket to fly, or if you don’t have one, you
can borrow one of our rockets. If this is
your first time ever flying a rocket (under
age 18) you will receive a certificate from
the National Association of Rocketry for
flying. Launching starts at 1pm, but be
there at 12:45 for the safety briefing.

Jim Meirs getting the final checkout on his rocket for
launch. Photo by Jim Filler

March Astro
News
1st Quarter - Mar 3
Full Moon - Mar 10
3rd Quarter - Mar 18
New Moon - mar 26

Other Dates
March 1 - National Peanut Butter Lover's
Day
March 3- 40th Anniversary of Apollo 9
Launch
March 8 - Daylight Saving Time begins -
Spring forward one hour.
March 15 - Ides of March
March 20 - Vernal Equinox - first day of
Spring
March 20-22 - NARCON 2009
2nd week is National Bubble Week!

In the evenings, Venus continues to set
towards the west while Saturn is rising in
the east.
By March 20, Venus will be too low in the
sky to see at sunset. If you have binocu-
lars, you
should try to look at Saturn. Galileo
thought Saturn was odd shaped.

If you are an early riser (5am), then you will
still see Saturn in the morning sky towards
the west.
Around the Ides of March (15), at 6am
Jupiter will be on the horizon to the east,
along
with Mars and really low on the horizon,
Mercury.  Since the Sun will be rising
earlier and earlier,
some of the planets won't be seen until
later in the month, even though we could
see them in February.
On March 22 (morning), the Moon will just
be above Jupiter. This is looking East
southeast.
You may be able to see Venus, but the Sun
may be too bright.

This image of Saturn was taken with the
2.6 meter Nordic Optical Telescope,
located at La Palma, Canary Islands. (©
Copyright Nordic Optical Telescope
Scientific Association — NOTSA)
Picture downloaded from http://
www.solarviews.com

Mark Kelley’s Bomarc launching at the Feb
Launch. Photo by Jim Filler

The day started bright and early meeting
Jim Miers at the storage facility and we
loaded up his truck and drove out to the
field.  The ground was hard enough and
we were able to take our vehicles onto
the field to set up the range.  While the
weather was cold it was clear and the
wind was not too bad.

After the range was set up, we
proceeded to do a connectivity test and
it turned out that the connectivity light
was not working. However, the new
Quest Igniter worked great on the
Launch Controller. SO kudos to John
McCoy for fixing this issue.

The first rocket up was a first time flight
of Bomarc from Mike Kelley. It is a
beautiful rocket and if I built them like
this, I could not fly it.  Anyways when
the rocket launched their was no delay
and the ejection charge went off as
thrust phase of the launch ended.

Some of the other highlights of the
launch were the TARC flights that we
had throughout the day. The TARC
groups all had very good flights and I
was really impressed with the two Three
Engine clustered “D” flights of the Long
Reach TARC Group.

Another interesting flight was Kevin
Johnson’s E powered RC glider.  This
was the first time I had seen a glider this
large launched. This was an impressive
flight.

Jim Filler also was doing some research
on altimeters with his Big Bertha and Jim
Miers tried and  again failed to loose his
Tomahawk Rocket.  Finally, I launched an
Art Applewhite NARAM 50 Flying
Saucer on a C-6-5 and was surprised as
how well it flew.

What was great were the number of
people that helped break down the range.
I also need to send a very special thank
you to Jim Miers for helping me out with
the day’s launch. He also took the
equipment back to the shed so I could
take my wife out for her Birthday dinner.

 A TARC team watching their rocket at the Feb. SPort Launch. Photo by Jim Filler
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Calendar of Events for March and
April 2009

Mar 1      1 – 2 pm Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Mar 7      5:30 – 9:30 pm Monthly meeting,
CP/CG Theory and Practice (Jim
Barrowman and Jim Miers) College Park,
MD
Mar 21   10 am – 4 pm  Sport Launch, Pot-
o-Gold Spot Landing Fun Event (Mar 28
rain date)   Mt. Airy, MD
Apr 4      5:30 – 9:30 pm  Monthly meeting,
RockSim/wRASP Demo (Chris Kidwell)
College Park, MD

Apr 5      1 – 2 pm Goddard
Public Launch   Greenbelt, MD
Apr 18    10 am – 4 pm  Sport Launch,
OddRoc Theme (Apr 25 rain date)  Mt.
Airy, MD
Apr 18-19  9 am – 5 pm  Blue-Grey
Regional Meet (tentative)   Richmond, VA
Apr 26  Noon – 4 pm  Rockville
Consortium of Sciences  Rockville, MD

Sport launches are held at Old National Park from 10am-4pm, waiver up to
3.3 lbs and “G” motors not exceeding 62.5 grams of propellant.
All flights “E” power and above are restricted while soccer games are present
on the field adjacent to the launch area.
Call ahead to confirm launch and waiver availability.
Business meetings are held at the College Park Airport Annex Building.
Meetings begin at 5pm with building sessions or presentations and last until
10:00pm or so.
Questions?  Call Club President Jim Filler at 301-524-4447 or visit
NARHAMS online at http://www.narhams.org

Stocking rocket kits from Quest, Custom, Fliskits,
Semroc, and Estes.

NARHAMS Members get at least a 20% discount
at the Laurel store.

Ask for Scott!
354 Domer Avenue
Laurel, Maryland

(301)725-0383
www.hobbyworks.com

BLUE-GREY REGIONAL CONTEST

April 25-26 2009
Pole Green Park,

Mechanicsville VA
(Street address is
8996 Pole Green Rd)

Events: Saturday April 25 9am-
4pm

1/8A Helicopter Duration
B Rocket Glide

Sunday April 26 9am-2pm
Random Altitude

D Dual Eggloft Altitude

Tracking via theodolites
and at ejection. Random
Alt target will be
selected on the field at
8:45am
No fees, No trophies,
ribbons only
Nearby Hotels Holiday
Inn Express and Hampton
Inn, at the corner of
Bell Creek Rd and
Mechanicsville Turnpike
(Rt 360) in downtown
Mechanicsville. This is
a major shopping area.
Cheaper rates may be
available at hotels in
Ashland, VA. Exit 92 off
of I-95

 
On the Weekend of March 20, 2009, The
CATO NAR Rocket club will be hosting
NARCON 2009. The event is located in
Wethersfield Conn.   This is the National
Convention for the National Association of
Rocketry and just like NARAM it is hosted
by a NAR Section. This year’s convention
will in Connecticut making it a possible
weekend trip for many of us.  Some of the
events planned at the Convention are:

A light house Rocket build
An NAR Town Hall Meeting
Presentations on Model Rocketry, High
Power Rocketry and our own Jennifer Ash-
Poole
doing a presentation on Tips in Contest
Rocketry

The cost for NARCON is as follows:
 Pre-Regsitration – By March 15
Youth (Under 17)  $15.00 - at the door $17.50
Adult  $37.50 - at the door $40.00

Rooms are reserved at a local Hampton Inn
for $85.00 a night. There is also a special
arrangement for Rental Cars through Avis.
For more information please go to the
following Website:
http://www.catorockets.org/
NARCON2009/index.htm

Steel City Regional
This item is from Jim Filler
The SCST-9 regional (June 6-7) will be
hosted by Pittsburgh SPace Command
and held at our normal site (Camp
Lutherlyn, near Prospect) . 
The events are 1/8A HD, B RG, C DED
and Random Alt.  As more information is
provided I will publish it.

         NAR Contests and Events

It really does look like I know what I
am doing. Photo by Jim Filler

From the Propaganda Minister

As the new editor of the ZOG 43 I am
very excited to continue on the fantastic
work done on this newsletter by
NARHAMS Club members for the past 43
years. Kevin, Roy, Jim and Tom have all
done tremendous jobs as editor of the
ZOG 43 and I hope my efforts measure up
to theirs.

My goal as editor is not to be an editor of
the newsletter but a publisher of a
newsletter.  An editor controls the
content of a newsletter.  I don’t control
the ZOG 43, the club does. I want this
newsletter to be a reflection of
NARHAMS.  In order for me to do this, I
need the club’s support in terms of
articles and thoughts on how to make the
newsletter better.

I look forward to publishing the ZOG 43
for NARHAMS members and I promise to
keep my Fantasy Baseball Team out of
the newsletter.

Brad
Minister of Propaganda and Proper
Thought

Rocket Software for your
Ipod
Provided by Kevin Johnson

Kevin found something for you
Ipod users that might be helpful
when you are at the Launch Range.
It is software for your IPOD call
IpowerRocket.  That’s right, on
your IPOD you can now have
information regarding Rocket
Design, Thrust Curves and
Ejection Charges.  For further
information go to  http://
ipowerrocket.othello.ch.
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Calendar of Events for March and
April 2009

Mar 1      1 – 2 pm Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Mar 7      5:30 – 9:30 pm Monthly meeting,
CP/CG Theory and Practice (Jim
Barrowman and Jim Miers) College Park,
MD
Mar 21   10 am – 4 pm  Sport Launch, Pot-
o-Gold Spot Landing Fun Event (Mar 28
rain date)   Mt. Airy, MD
Apr 4      5:30 – 9:30 pm  Monthly meeting,
RockSim/wRASP Demo (Chris Kidwell)
College Park, MD

Apr 5      1 – 2 pm Goddard
Public Launch   Greenbelt, MD
Apr 18    10 am – 4 pm  Sport Launch,
OddRoc Theme (Apr 25 rain date)  Mt.
Airy, MD
Apr 18-19  9 am – 5 pm  Blue-Grey
Regional Meet (tentative)   Richmond, VA
Apr 26  Noon – 4 pm  Rockville
Consortium of Sciences  Rockville, MD

Sport launches are held at Old National Park from 10am-4pm, waiver up to
3.3 lbs and “G” motors not exceeding 62.5 grams of propellant.
All flights “E” power and above are restricted while soccer games are present
on the field adjacent to the launch area.
Call ahead to confirm launch and waiver availability.
Business meetings are held at the College Park Airport Annex Building.
Meetings begin at 5pm with building sessions or presentations and last until
10:00pm or so.
Questions?  Call Club President Jim Filler at 301-524-4447 or visit
NARHAMS online at http://www.narhams.org

Stocking rocket kits from Quest, Custom, Fliskits,
Semroc, and Estes.

NARHAMS Members get at least a 20% discount
at the Laurel store.

Ask for Scott!
354 Domer Avenue
Laurel, Maryland

(301)725-0383
www.hobbyworks.com

BLUE-GREY REGIONAL CONTEST

April 25-26 2009
Pole Green Park,

Mechanicsville VA
(Street address is
8996 Pole Green Rd)

Events: Saturday April 25 9am-
4pm

1/8A Helicopter Duration
B Rocket Glide

Sunday April 26 9am-2pm
Random Altitude

D Dual Eggloft Altitude

Tracking via theodolites
and at ejection. Random
Alt target will be
selected on the field at
8:45am
No fees, No trophies,
ribbons only
Nearby Hotels Holiday
Inn Express and Hampton
Inn, at the corner of
Bell Creek Rd and
Mechanicsville Turnpike
(Rt 360) in downtown
Mechanicsville. This is
a major shopping area.
Cheaper rates may be
available at hotels in
Ashland, VA. Exit 92 off
of I-95

 
On the Weekend of March 20, 2009, The
CATO NAR Rocket club will be hosting
NARCON 2009. The event is located in
Wethersfield Conn.   This is the National
Convention for the National Association of
Rocketry and just like NARAM it is hosted
by a NAR Section. This year’s convention
will in Connecticut making it a possible
weekend trip for many of us.  Some of the
events planned at the Convention are:

A light house Rocket build
An NAR Town Hall Meeting
Presentations on Model Rocketry, High
Power Rocketry and our own Jennifer Ash-
Poole
doing a presentation on Tips in Contest
Rocketry

The cost for NARCON is as follows:
 Pre-Regsitration – By March 15
Youth (Under 17)  $15.00 - at the door $17.50
Adult  $37.50 - at the door $40.00

Rooms are reserved at a local Hampton Inn
for $85.00 a night. There is also a special
arrangement for Rental Cars through Avis.
For more information please go to the
following Website:
http://www.catorockets.org/
NARCON2009/index.htm

Steel City Regional
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The SCST-9 regional (June 6-7) will be
hosted by Pittsburgh SPace Command
and held at our normal site (Camp
Lutherlyn, near Prospect) . 
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years. Kevin, Roy, Jim and Tom have all
done tremendous jobs as editor of the
ZOG 43 and I hope my efforts measure up
to theirs.

My goal as editor is not to be an editor of
the newsletter but a publisher of a
newsletter.  An editor controls the
content of a newsletter.  I don’t control
the ZOG 43, the club does. I want this
newsletter to be a reflection of
NARHAMS.  In order for me to do this, I
need the club’s support in terms of
articles and thoughts on how to make the
newsletter better.

I look forward to publishing the ZOG 43
for NARHAMS members and I promise to
keep my Fantasy Baseball Team out of
the newsletter.

Brad
Minister of Propaganda and Proper
Thought

Rocket Software for your
Ipod
Provided by Kevin Johnson

Kevin found something for you
Ipod users that might be helpful
when you are at the Launch Range.
It is software for your IPOD call
IpowerRocket.  That’s right, on
your IPOD you can now have
information regarding Rocket
Design, Thrust Curves and
Ejection Charges.  For further
information go to  http://
ipowerrocket.othello.ch.
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Saturn Loses it’s
Rings
By Bradley Grant, NAR  85261

First Quarter - March 4, 07:46
Full Moon - March 11, 02:38
Last Quarter - March 18, 17:47
New Moon - March 26, 16:06

No it is not a personal problem!!! The big
highlight of this month is that Saturn will
loose it’s rings. This will also be the time
that Saturn will be at it’s brightest this year.
According to the Astronomy Magazine Sky
Guide for 2009, this is caused when Saturn’s
Equitorial Plane coincides with it’s Orbital
Plane.
For chuckleheads like me, it means that it is
either spring or fall on Saturn, depending
on where you live.
So if you get the chance break out the ol’
telescope and see something that doesn’t
happen too often.
Reference
Ratcliffe, Martin and Talcott, Richard Astronomy
Magazine Sky Guide for 2009
page v

NARHAMS Sport Launch, February 21, 2009

100 Hours of Astronomy
By Jennifer Ash-Poole

Want to say you have flown at rocket at
NASA? Then come to the model rocket
launch at Goddard on April 5, in
conjunction with the 100 hours of
Astronomy. You can bring your own
rocket to fly, or if you don’t have one, you
can borrow one of our rockets. If this is
your first time ever flying a rocket (under
age 18) you will receive a certificate from
the National Association of Rocketry for
flying. Launching starts at 1pm, but be
there at 12:45 for the safety briefing.

Jim Meirs getting the final checkout on his rocket for
launch. Photo by Jim Filler

March Astro
News
1st Quarter - Mar 3
Full Moon - Mar 10
3rd Quarter - Mar 18
New Moon - mar 26

Other Dates
March 1 - National Peanut Butter Lover's
Day
March 3- 40th Anniversary of Apollo 9
Launch
March 8 - Daylight Saving Time begins -
Spring forward one hour.
March 15 - Ides of March
March 20 - Vernal Equinox - first day of
Spring
March 20-22 - NARCON 2009
2nd week is National Bubble Week!

In the evenings, Venus continues to set
towards the west while Saturn is rising in
the east.
By March 20, Venus will be too low in the
sky to see at sunset. If you have binocu-
lars, you
should try to look at Saturn. Galileo
thought Saturn was odd shaped.

If you are an early riser (5am), then you will
still see Saturn in the morning sky towards
the west.
Around the Ides of March (15), at 6am
Jupiter will be on the horizon to the east,
along
with Mars and really low on the horizon,
Mercury.  Since the Sun will be rising
earlier and earlier,
some of the planets won't be seen until
later in the month, even though we could
see them in February.
On March 22 (morning), the Moon will just
be above Jupiter. This is looking East
southeast.
You may be able to see Venus, but the Sun
may be too bright.

This image of Saturn was taken with the
2.6 meter Nordic Optical Telescope,
located at La Palma, Canary Islands. (©
Copyright Nordic Optical Telescope
Scientific Association — NOTSA)
Picture downloaded from http://
www.solarviews.com

Mark Kelley’s Bomarc launching at the Feb
Launch. Photo by Jim Filler

The day started bright and early meeting
Jim Miers at the storage facility and we
loaded up his truck and drove out to the
field.  The ground was hard enough and
we were able to take our vehicles onto
the field to set up the range.  While the
weather was cold it was clear and the
wind was not too bad.

After the range was set up, we
proceeded to do a connectivity test and
it turned out that the connectivity light
was not working. However, the new
Quest Igniter worked great on the
Launch Controller. SO kudos to John
McCoy for fixing this issue.

The first rocket up was a first time flight
of Bomarc from Mike Kelley. It is a
beautiful rocket and if I built them like
this, I could not fly it.  Anyways when
the rocket launched their was no delay
and the ejection charge went off as
thrust phase of the launch ended.

Some of the other highlights of the
launch were the TARC flights that we
had throughout the day. The TARC
groups all had very good flights and I
was really impressed with the two Three
Engine clustered “D” flights of the Long
Reach TARC Group.

Another interesting flight was Kevin
Johnson’s E powered RC glider.  This
was the first time I had seen a glider this
large launched. This was an impressive
flight.

Jim Filler also was doing some research
on altimeters with his Big Bertha and Jim
Miers tried and  again failed to loose his
Tomahawk Rocket.  Finally, I launched an
Art Applewhite NARAM 50 Flying
Saucer on a C-6-5 and was surprised as
how well it flew.

What was great were the number of
people that helped break down the range.
I also need to send a very special thank
you to Jim Miers for helping me out with
the day’s launch. He also took the
equipment back to the shed so I could
take my wife out for her Birthday dinner.

 A TARC team watching their rocket at the Feb. SPort Launch. Photo by Jim Filler
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From Jennifer Ash-Poole
CONTRACT RELEASE: C09-007

NASA AWARDS ROTORCRAFT TECHNOLOGY
DEVELOPMENT CONTRACT

WASHINGTON — NASA has selected
three companies to receive a subsonic
rotary wing technology development
contract valued at $40 million.
The companies sharing the award are Bell
Helicopter Textron Inc. of
Hurst, Texas; The Boeing Company of
Chicago; and Sikorsky Aircraft
Corp. of Stratford, Conn.

This is a cost plus fixed fee, indefinite
delivery, indefinite
quantity contract with a five-year period
of performance beginning
Feb. 25, 2009.
The work will be performed for NASA’s
Subsonic Rotary Wing Project,
which the Fundamental Aeronautics
Program of NASA’s Aeronautics
Research Mission Directorate in
Washington funds and manages.

Under the terms of the contract, the three
companies will compete on
task orders to provide research and
development support. The support
areas include advanced rotorcraft
technologies, rotorcraft
requirements in the Next Generation Air
Traffic Management System,
prognostics and health management,
advanced rotorcraft
configurations, research flight testing,
wind tunnel test stands,
hardware gear testing components,
rotorcraft drive system sensitivity
studies, avionic processor equipment and
Global Positioning System
upgrades, engineering analyses of
advanced concepts, subject matter
expert review, and advanced cockpit and
crew station research.
The work will be performed at Bell’s
facility in Hurst, Boeing’s
facility in Mesa, Ariz., and Sikorsky’s
facility in Stratford.

For more information about NASA’s
aeronautics research programs,
visit:  http://www.aeronautics.nasa.gov

Super Pressure Balloon Sets New
Flight Record

Submitted by Jennifer Ash-Poole

February 11th, 2009
NASA’s 7 million cubic foot super
pressure balloon test flight has passed 43
days and is well into its third orbit around
the South Pole. This marks the milestone
of the longest flight for the NASA
Balloon Program.

The previous record was the Cosmic Ray
Energetics And Mass (CREAM) 2005
flight of 41 days, 21 hours, 36 minutes.
Many people have been associated with
the Ultra Long Duration Balloon (ULDB),
now the Super Pressure Balloon, project
for over 12 years. Untold days and late
nights have been spent diligently learning
from previous flights. All these dedicated
efforts have led to the design and
development of this super pressure
balloon that has performed flawlessly
during the current test flight.

our sister mission LCROSS, and
eventually encapsulated in the Atlas V
for its journey to the moon.”

LRO’s instruments have considerable
heritage from previous planetary
science missions, enabling the spacecraft
to transition to a research
phase under the direction of NASA’s
Science Mission Directorate one
year after launch.

Accompanying LRO on its journey to the
moon will be the Lunar Crater
Observation and Sensing Satellite, or
LCROSS, a mission that will
impact the lunar surface in its search for
water ice. The LCROSS
mission is managed by NASA’s Ames
Research Center at Moffett Field,
Calif.

Goddard manages the Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter for NASA’s
Exploration Systems Mission Directorate
in Washington.

For more information about LRO, visit:
http://www.nasa.gov/lro

article provided by Jennifer Ash-Poole

NASA LUNAR SPACECRAFT SHIPS SOUTH IN
PREPARATION FOR LAUNCH

GREENBELT, Md. — NASA’s Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter, or LRO,
spacecraft was loaded on a truck
Wednesday to begin its two-day
journey to NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. Launch is targeted
for April 24.

The spacecraft was built by engineers at
Goddard, where it recently
completed two months of tests in a
thermal vacuum chamber. During its
time in the chamber, the spacecraft was
subjected to hot and cold
temperatures it will experience as it orbits
the moon.

The satellite’s mission is one of the first
steps in NASA’s plan to
return astronauts to the moon. LRO will
spend at least one year in a
low polar orbit on its primary exploration
mission, with the
possibility of three more years to collect
additional detailed
scientific information about the moon and
its environment.

The orbiter will carry seven instruments
to provide scientists with
detailed maps of the lunar surface and
enhance our understanding of
the moon’s topography, lighting
conditions, mineralogical composition
and natural resources. Information
gleaned from LRO will be used to
select safe landing sites, determine
locations for future lunar
outposts and help mitigate radiation
dangers to astronauts. The polar
regions of the moon are the main focus of
the mission because
continuous access to sunlight may be
possible and water ice may exist
in permanently shadowed areas of the
poles.

“This is the culmination of four years of
hard work by everyone on the
LRO Project,” said Cathy Peddie, LRO
deputy project manager at NASA’s
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Md. “LRO now begins its
launch site processing, where it will be
prepped for integration with

LAUNCH EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN MOVED

This past weekend Jim Filler moved
our Launch Equipment to the new
storage facility. The facility is about .9
miles from the launch field. This should
make getting the equipment allot easier
for Launch Saturdays.

The club is still looking for Launch
Managers for July, August, November
and December.  If you are interested
please let Jim Filler know at the March
meeting

Two very nice Cineroc Rockets in the
Foreground with Scott Branche
listening during his presentation on
finishing. Photo by Jim Filler

Another nice collection of  rockets on
display at the February Meeting. Photo
by Jim Filler
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Pratt Hobbies is proud to an-
nounce that we are now a QUEST
dealer!  Contact us for all your
Quest and MicroMaxx products.

New T-Shirt! Check it out at
www.pratthobbies.com

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Mention your NARHAMS
membership on

the online order form for a
Special Ludicrous Discount!

National Air and Space Museum Family Programs February-
March 2009 

African American Pioneers of Aviation Discover the early African

American pilots who fought to overcome discrimination and became heroes of the skies. Enjoy
storytelling, tours, and hands-on activities.  National Mall building, Saturday February 14,
DetailsUdvar-Hazy Center, Saturday, February 21, Details10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Women in Aviation and Space Learn about the accomplishments of women

who contributed to aviation, science and space exploration history with book signings, storytime, and
fun hands-on activities. Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, Saturday, March 14, Details10 a.m. - 3
p.m. 

Kites of Asia  Explore how kites fly, watch amazing indoor kite-flying

demonstrations, learn the art of ancient Asian kite-making, view a unique collection of historic kites,
and speak with local kite experts. And make your own kite to take home!National Mall building,
Saturday, March 21, Details 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Flying Altimeters
By Jim Filler NAR # 27862

I finally got to do some flying at the
February 21st sport launch.  Even though
conditions were cool, 42 degrees and
winds variable from 5-15,  it was bearable.
I purchased a Perfectflite ALT15K which
is one of the approved NAR altimeters for
altitude tracking when using altimeters
and it is an approved model for TARC.
Before Thanksgiving Doug Pratt
contacted several of us to do some flight
testing of his new “Little Red Altimeter”
which you can see is about the same
width but shorter then the Perfectflite
model in the picture. (See photo # 1333) I
was able to get three flights done,
increasing the motor power with each
flight. I built a payload bay to go on top
of my 3 finned shortened bertha. (See
photo # 1330) In the payload bay I
installed two 19 mm tubes and glued them
in place with bulkheads on the bottom.
(See photo # 1331)Then I drilled holes
through the exterior into each bay. Each
bay had a small piece of foam under the
altimeter then one piece of foam on top of
the altimeter.
 
I made each flight with both the “Little
Red Altimeter” in one bay and the
Perfectflite in the other.  I tried to make
both bays identical as possible to
compare the altimeters. My results were
not what I was expecting. I plan on doing
some follow up work with this model and
setup to see if I can obtain results that are
closer.  Stay tuned!
 
First flight was a       B6-2      LRA ( no
reading )              PA   85 feet
 
Second flight was a  C6-3      LRA   249
feet                    PA  348 feet
 
Third flight was a    D10-5      LRA   814
feet                    PA  1012 feet
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ZOG-43 is the official newsletter of
NARHAMS the National Association of
Rocketry Headquarters Astro Modeling
Section # 139

NARHAMS is the oldest model rocket club
in the United States!

ZOG- 43 is dedicated to model rocketeers
of all ages, abilities, and interest. We are
committed to providing the most current,
up-to-date information on model and real
world rocketry, and to provide educational
material as well as entertaining information.
ZOG -43 is published monthly and is
available to anyone on a subscription basis.
Current rates are $10 for meeting pickup or
email or $15 for postal mail U.S. Funds for
12 issues a year, payable to NARHAMS
  Material in ZOG -43 is not copyrighted.
Free and unlimited reproduction is granted
with the proper credit to the author and/or
ZOG-43.

For more information.....

If you have any questions about ZOG-43
or NARHAMS, or if you have any
comment(s),  correspondence, free
merchandise or if you’d like to submit an
article, send them to :

ZOG-43, 3102 Eden Drive

Abingdon, Md. 21044

E-Mail ZOG-43 at:
zog43editor@yahoo.com

ZOG-43 is edited by Bradley Grant, and is
an eight-time winner of the  NAR/LAC
“Rockwell” Trophy, recognized as the best
NAR section newsletter.

Years won: 1969, 1973, 1975, 1990, 1991, 1992,
2003, & 2004

Zog-43 staff typist is none other than
Jennifer Ash-Poole a.k.a. Secretary to the
Stars !

Photographs: by Whomever has a camera,
except where noted.

ZOG-43 is produced on a HP Compaq
NX7300 using Adobe PageMaker.  Masters
are printed on a  very big copier/printer.

This Edition: 35 copies

NARHAMS ON THE WEB

http://www.narhams.org

Send and receive E-mail with other
NARHAMS members through NARHAMS

Web page grouplist via yahoo-groups.

ZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURT
( NARHAMS OFFICERS )

ZOG  (President)

Jim Filler

 410-674-6262

Vice Zog (Vice-President)

 Chris Ha

COLLECTOR OF THE  ROYAL
TAXES  (Treasurer)

Ed Pearson    301-577-7775

 KEEPER OF THE HOLY WORDS
( Secretary )

Chris Kidwell  571-434-7507

COURT JESTER  (Section
Advisor)

Mark Wise

NARHAMS serves Baltimore, the state of
Md., Washington DC and the surrounding
Metropolitan areas. The club is a section
of the National Association of Model
Rocketry (NAR) and we are the oldest
continuously active model rocket club in
the United States, first established as a high
school club in 1963, changing our name to
NARHAMS when chartered as a NAR
section in 1965. NARHAMS is the only
seven time winner of the NAR “Section of
the Year” award.

Years won: 1997,1998,1999, 2001, 2004, 2006,
and 2007

NARHAMS members regularly fly their
model rockets at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center on Soil Conservation Rd. in
Greenbelt Md. The launches are open to
the public and are held the first  Sunday of
every month (weather permitting), starting
at 1 PM.

Sport Launches are usually held the third
Saturday of every month at Old National
Regional park near Mt. Airy, Md. Check the
web page for updates.

NARHAMS welcomes all prospective new
members to our monthly meetings. They are
held on the first Saturday of the month from
5:30 to 9:30 PM at the College Park Airport
Annex Building. Dues are 10 cents a week,
with an initial 50 cents up front (good for 5
weeks) as a sign of good faith.

Monthly meetings available on-line via
chat-room , simply go to the NARHAMS
homepage and click on the link.

Directions to College Park
Airport:

Follow I-495 to Kenilworth Ave. South.
Make a right onto Paint Branch Parkway,
then make a right on Cpl. Frank S. Scott
Dr. At the airport entrance go straight to the
Operations Building, the annex building is
adjacent to the “Ops” building.
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Q2g2 Igniter Problem
Solution:
By ROMC: John McCoy  - Nar-15731  -
Feb.7, 2009:

Fixing the continuity
ignition problem.

We were introduced to
Quest’s next generation Q2 igniters
at Naram-50 last year.  These new
igniters were specifically designed for
use with Quests new 9v hand-held
controllers.   What we didn’t know
is that this new igniter design also
lowered the resistance considerably
from the original Q2.

If your using one of the older
Estes controllers, a club or home
made system set-up for 12volts and/
or uses just about any 12volt bulb
type continuity check lamp you
should carefully check this igniter/
Controller combination out before
loading a model on your pad.

All 3 of the clubs launcher
rack system controllers used some
form of bulb continuity check. We
have found our systems ignite these
low current (mA) igniters the
moment the continuity lamp was
turned on or safety key is inserted.
I’ve found a couple of my old 12v
Estes hand controllers with bulb type
continuity lamps do the same.

To fix the clubs equipment, a
super bright LED with in-line resistor
to lower both voltage and Milliamp
value was tried.  According to
Quest, Q2g2 igniters have an “All-
Fire” rating at 25mA.  To run a 3V
Led on our 12volt systems we need
an in-line resistor anyway so using
the same formula we used to
workout the proper power supplies
for our night launch models it was
possible to lower the mA value as
well.

Looking though my LED
stock the brightest green LED on

hand is an S-flex packaged 3mm
8000mcd green Super Bright
LED.  These normally runs on
3vdc at 20mA by adding a
680ohm resistor which was
closest value 1/4watt resistors I
had to 600ohms the formula
suggested, I believe we have a
winner.    Wanting also to save
and reuse the panel mounted
green lamp jewels if possible this
package looked like a better fit
than most of the available housings
and/or Standard 5mm round
LEDs.  As it tuned out we were
able to save 2 out of 3, retrofitting
the new led combos inside the old
panel jewel mountings with the use
of some Styrofoam spacers and
electrical tape.   The third was
surface mounted with the aid of a
¾” diameter styrene disc, a little
VHB tape and some scrap
adhesive backed Artfoil to dress it
up the installation just a bit.
After bench testing we now have
continuity check safe controllers
for the most common igniters.
    If our Launch Managers will
request testing from some of our
Sport flyers who use common E-
match types and other low
Current igniters and test few
different Relay coil resistance
ratings to see if 15mA is low
enough to make our controllers
completely continuity check safe
in all modes, I’d be vary grateful.

New Products
LOC Precision Mini-Missiles part 1 of 2

Thumbing through the January February
2009 Edition of Sport Rocketry I noticed
that LOC Precision was offering a new
line of Rockets.  Called the LOC Mini-
Missiles, the rockets are A-B-C engine
versions of their High Power Rockets.

I proceeded to order the LOC Fantom
Mini.   It only took a few days to get to
me in the mail and they sent as a free gift
a very nice Pocket Planner.   While I have
not had a chance to build the rocket, it
came in a very nice plastic package
(don’t have to worry about the contents
getting damaged) and the directions
seem to be straightforward.

I will build the rocket for the April edition
of the ZOG and hope to have some
flights on it.

Stay Tuned
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ZOG - FORTY THREE
3102 Eden Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009

Launch Schedule

SPORT LAUNCH
Old National Pike Park

9:00AM-4:00PM
March 21st

PUBLIC LAUNCH
Goddard Space Flight Center

Visitor’s Center
March 8th

PUBLIC LAUNCH
Goddard Space Flight Center

Visitor’s Center
April 5th

Next Issue’s submission
deadline is March 24th!
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From the Prez:
Greetings to all NARHAMS members
reading this column, I am happy to report
that our new editor is now on-board and
appears to be heading in the right direction.
Bradley Grant has agreed to step up and be
the editor of our ZOG-43 newsletter. Please
let me emphasize this is our newsletter. We
need you to contribute to this publication. I
for one feel this is a worth while means of
communication and dissemination of the
hobby that we all can enjoy. Even in the age
of the internet and everybody having
portable devices any keeping connected can
sometimes seem overwhelming, taking the
time to read a club newsletter is a good
thing. I am directing this to everyone
reading this, submit something to our
newsletter. Even if Bradley doesn’t need it
right away, he will get to it. The e-mail
address for submissions has not changed.
ZOG43editor@yahoo.com is where you send
your articles and pictures.

The flying season is getting closer and I for
one am looking forward to flying new sport
models I’ve gotten done while on my
sabbatical from work ☺. I will now start
putting together the contest models for the
upcoming meets from a collection of old
models, parts and upgrades to older models
and heaven forbid even build some new
contest models. We have a slightly different
contest calendar this year which ends on
June 30th, 2009.  The club is going to attend
the Blue-Grey Regional near Richmond, Va.
in April. We are also going to attend the
SCST Regional outside Pittsburgh in June.
We will also be hosting the ECRM Regional
over Fathers Day weekend the third
weekend in June. So make plans now to
come join us. If you want to learn more
about contest flying, come talk to me or
send me an e-mail, we would like to have
you join us. One more note about ECRM, we
will be hosting the meet and could use any
help we can get with supporting the contest.
There will be lots of sport flying and we are
planning on having a bbq/picnic on Sunday

Fathers Day after we close down the
range.

I talked a little bit last month about some
changes coming this year for the club.
One area that I want to focus our efforts
on is to obtain another or secondary
launch site. My first choice is for this to
be a sod farm or something similar.  I have
tapped our Section Advisor to head up
this undertaking by starting with a land
owner presentation. The club’s initial
response was positive. If you would like
to offer your input or assistance with this
project, I am sure Mark would enjoy the
help. We’ll keep you updated and don’t
forget to send us your submissions for
our newsletter!

Jim Filler

NARHAMS POLO
SHIRTS
NARHAMS Polo shirts will be available
for purchase at this months club
meeting.
Shirts will cost $30.00 and are available
in sizes up to 4XL.  The brand is Port
Authority and the style will be the same
as the TARC and NARAM50 shirts.
If you are interested, please have cash
or check ready for Tom Ha.  Tenative
Deadline to purchase the shirt is 3/21/
09.

Jennifer Ash-Poole and Kevin Johnson building rockets at the
February Meeting. Photo by Jim Filler

A collection of rockets on display at the
February Club Meeting. Photo by Jim
Filler

                 

Coming in the April 2009 Issue
A conversation witrh Steve Eves. The builder of the 1/10 scale Saturn V
How to get started into Rocketry. An article by Doug Pratt and Brad Grant


