
ZOG-43 August2009 Page 12

ZOG - FORTY THREE
3102 Eden Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009

Launch Schedule
SPORT LAUNCH

Old National Pike Park
August 15th
Cancelled

ZOG-43August2009 Page 1

The ZOG-43
The Newsletter of NARHAMS, NAR Section #139.
NAR National Champions 2001, 2004

Inside this issue:
Page 2-

  Micro Maxx Corner
Page 3-
AugustAstro News
Page 5-
NSL 2009 Coverage

      AND MORE!

August 2009
Vol 31  Issue 8

Coming in the September 2009 Issue

From The Prez

We should have some reports from NARAM 51. I am also hoping to have information
from the 40th anniversary of theApollo 11 Launch at Goddard.

A Wonderful looking Lawn Dart. Thanks Raul!!!!   Phot by Raul Pena

Editors Canadian Arrow clearing the Pad. Photo
by Raul Pena

The end of the Contest Year quickly
approaches for those that fly competition
rocketry. Of course the culmination of the
year is the NAR Annual Meet which is
near Pittsburgh Pa. The meet goes from
Friday Aug 7 through Friday Aug14. So if
you’re looking for something to do, come
up and join us at the meet. The opening
weekend is all about sport flying with
lots of cool models being flown!

The months column is about regulation
and how the hobby of model rocketry
has come a long way but still faces the
threat of regulation everyday. The recent
court ruling in favor of the hobby groups
being able to have Ammonium
Perchorlate (fuel for composite hobby
and high power motors) removed from
the low explosives user permit
requirements. However some igniters,
black powder and various items are still
included and regulated by the BATF.
Along those same lines, the College Park
Air Show is coming up on Sat August
29th at College Park Airport where we
have our monthly business meetings.
Prior to 9-11, we participated in the
annual event and even flew a demo right
from the middle of the runways to start
the show off! We were hoping to restart
this tradition with the Air Show starting
up again this year. We have been told by
the airport that due to some sort of
regulation we will not be permitted to fly
a demo. We can, and will have a static
display of models and members to talk to
the crowd. It is sad that we can not put
on this demo due to some sort of
government regulation. Nobody seems to
know for sure but we have our thoughts
on which government entity is calling the
shots. It seems like the battle is never
going to end. As a hobby group
nationally we have fought our way
through various government regulations
in the 50 years the hobby has been in
existence. We have established good

relations with the NFPA, the CSPA, and of
course just this past February, the FAA
relaxed the waiver requirements for
notams and such for model rockets up to
3.3 lbs. So now that the BATF issues are
basically all done it appears that the
newest government entity that is
concerned with the hobby guys that fly
model rockets, are starting to get involved
with us.

Sigh……
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ZOG-43  is the official newsletter of
NARHAMS the National Association of
Rocketry Headquarters Astro Modeling
Section # 139

NARHAMS is the oldest model rocket club
in the United States!

ZOG- 43 is dedicated to model rocketeers
of all ages, abilities, and interest. We are
committed to providing the most current,
up-to-date information on model and real
world rocketry, and to provide educational
material as well as entertaining information.
ZOG -43 is published monthly and is
available to anyone on a subscription basis.
Current rates are $10 for meeting pickup or
email or $15 for postal mail U.S. Funds for
12 issues a year, payable to NARHAMS
  Material in ZOG -43 is not copyrighted.
Free and unlimited reproduction is granted
with the proper credit to the author and/or
ZOG-43.

For more information.....

If you have any questions about ZOG-43
or NARHAMS, or if you have any
comment(s),  correspondence, free
merchandise or if you’d like to submit an
article, send them to :

ZOG-43, 3102 Eden Drive

Abingdon, Md. 21009

E-Mail ZOG-43 at:
zog43editor@yahoo.com

ZOG-43 is edited by Bradley Grant, and is
an eight-time winner of the  NAR/LAC
“Rockwell” Trophy, recognized as the best
NAR section newsletter.

Years won: 1969, 1973, 1975, 1990, 1991, 1992,
2003, & 2004

Zog-43 staff typist is none other than
Jennifer Ash-Poole a.k.a. Secretary to the
Stars !

Photographs: by Whomever has a camera,
except where noted.

ZOG-43 is produced on a typewriter.
Masters are printed on a  Ditto Machine.

This Edition: 35 copies

NARHAMS ON THE WEB

http://www.narhams.org

Send and receive E-mail with other
NARHAMS members through NARHAMS

Web page grouplist via yahoo-groups.

ZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURT
( NARHAMS OFFICERS )

ZOG (President)

Jim Filler

 301-524-4447

Vice Zog (Vice-President)

 Chris Ha

COLLECTOR OF THE  ROYAL
TAXES  (Treasurer)

Ed Pearson    301-577-7775

KEEPER OF THE HOLY WORDS

( Secretary )

Chris Kidwell  571-434-7507

COURT JESTER  (Section
Advisor)

Mark Wise

Directions to College Park
Airport:

Follow I-495 to Kenilworth Ave. South.
Make a right onto Paint Branch Parkway,
then make a right on Cpl. Frank S. Scott
Dr. At the airport entrance go straight to the
Operations Building, the annex building is
adjacent to the “Ops” building.
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NARHAMS serves Baltimore, the state of
Md., Washington DC and the surrounding
Metropolitan areas. The club is a section
of the National Association of Model
Rocketry (NAR) and we are the oldest
continuously active model rocket club in
the United States, first established as a high
school club in 1963, changing our name to
NARHAMS when chartered as a NAR
section in 1965. NARHAMS is the only
seven time winner of the NAR “Section of
the Year” award.

Years won: 1997,1998,1999, 2001, 2004, 2006,
and 2007

NARHAMS members regularly fly their
model rockets at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center on Soil Conservation Rd. in
Greenbelt Md. The launches are open to
the public and are held the first  Sunday of
every month (weather permitting), starting
at 1 PM.

Sport Launches are usually held the third
Saturday of every month at Old National
Regional park near Mt. Airy, Md. Check the
web page for updates.

NARHAMS welcomes all prospective new
members to our monthly meetings. They are
held on the first Saturday of the month from
5:30 to 9:30 PM at the College Park Airport
Annex Building. Dues are 10 cents a week,
with an initial 50 cents up front (good for 5
weeks) as a sign of good faith.

Monthly meetings available on-line via
chat-room , simply go to the NARHAMS
homepage and click on the link.

Micro Model
Magnifying
Corner: By

“Micromeister” : John McCoy  -

Nar-15731

Micro Piston &
FloatingHead Piston
Launchers:

This Column will not make the
single column format I’ve been trying
to maintain. We’ll have to see if I can
squeeze it into two Columns as this
subject may need a bit more space and
at least one Drawing attachments.

Piston Launcher: Can be as
simple as a ¼” Hardwood dowel, a
length of T2+ (.281") body tubing, and
a ¼ to ½” piece of T2 (.246") tubing.
About 10 years ago Micro-Maxers
used these crude but effective zero
volumn Pistons to help our .21Ns
MMX-1 motors lift tiny PD & SD
models to altitudes exceeding 300feet.
These slightly longer delayed motors
were great for just this application.
Generally we started with a 12"long x
¼” hard wood dowel, sanding it
smooth as possible and reduced the
OD to easily but snuggly fit the stop
ring T2 glued into the bottom ¼” to ½”
of the 6 to 9" long T2+ Slide tube
making up the piston body.   On the
forward end Masking or some form of
Metal tape, Aluminum, Stainless or
Titanium tape was tightly and babies
butt smoothly wrapped around the
forward end of the wooden dowel to
from the piston head.  This head was
generally about an inch long and made
snug enough to slide easily but
maintain close contact with the inside
wall of the T2+ slide tube piston body.
Some of us decided to go a step further
finding brass tubing that fit almost
perfectly inside the T2+ tubing.  This
“Metal Head” was married to the
wooden dowel with whatever spacers
were required to center the parts and a
bit of epoxy used to permanently set
the head.   On each side of the T2+
about ¼” to ½” below the top edge,
two tiny holes were carefully drilled or
needle drilled just large enough to
pass our .0100" (30ga.) Bare nichrome
igniter wires.   These lead legs were

extended out on each side of the slide tube
far enough for the micro-clips to have
attachment access.
     The Bottom end of the Dowel was then
some way attached to a base Launcher, far
to many options to list. But a couple would
include attachment, inside a tower launcher,
slipped into a Tube launcher, or fixed to a
wooden block.
     Our model is then prepared by installing
the micro Motor with about ¼” extending
beyond the aft end of the model securely
mounted in the model by friction fit or with
a motor stop.   On the outside a single wrap
of 1/8"- ¼” masking tape was carefully
wrapped to create a snug friction fit
between the motor and Sliding T2+ Piston
tube while carefully aligning the installed
igniter through the tiny holes or slits in the
slide tube sides.  Once mounted, the clips
are attached and the model is ready for
launch.
     These were pretty effective but a pain in
the backside to make work well on the field
under competition pressure. Lots of mis-
fires, shorted igniters and other
annoyances.
Floating Head Piston:  There has to be a
better Way!   Several folks started looking
for ways to make the contact points
internal.  This necessitated use of tubing
rather then a dowel as the structural
support member and finding methods and
material that would stand up to the riggers
of mod-Roc ignition aftermath.  Brass or
stainless tubing seem the answer, as
Aluminum just didn’t hold up well under
the heat of repeated ignition. Another
problem was OD diameter size.  Nothing
“Standard” seemed to fit well in the .220"
ID needed.  Sanding down the OD of a
tube wall is tedious, Not very doable in
Stainless Steel though some day I’m
going to try again.   Brass tubing is the
material of choice and the closes fit to our
.246"OD/.220" ID stop tube is 7/
32"(.2188") OD tubing.  Looks like a great
fit right? Well not quite as the
manufacturing tolerance generally makes
the tubing actually a little to big. We
have to sand it down.  Over time I’ve
learned not only to do this but to taper
the tube over the first 11" to .1968" as well
at the forward most end.  The ID also just
passes standard jacket 22/2 copper
speaker wire.  Giving plenty of spacing
between the outer wall and wire for

soldering and insulation of a tiny little 2-
socket connector.  Once soldered to the
22/2 wire the assembly is carefully
epoxied into the center of the brass
tubing using masking tape to form an
epoxy base that will be sanded smooth.
These connectors are usually used on PC
boards but I’ve adapted them to make one
great little centering connector for our
micro piston.  Mill-Max .100" Sockets
come in a variety of configuration options
and are listed on the accompanying
Floating head drawing.  They are used for
the Soldered base tube connector, plug in
Floating heads and for making up the
only really throw away part the socket/
nichrome igniters.
       Heads are formed using a 2-pin Mill-
Max socket, ¼” length of T2 tubing and a
very small amount of epoxy to center the
socket in the tube.   These plug directly
into the base tube after a 8 to 10" T2+
slide tube with glued in ¼ to ½” T2 Stop
ring is installed on the Brass base tube.
      Making up the igniters is only a slight
pain.  I set up the soldering iron in the
living room to make up about 50 of these
little igniters during a couple TV shows.
Is this tedious….Sure it can be; but the
effort is more than worth it.
     I’ve been using a Micro Piston like this
for about 3 years now.  It’s got to be one
of the most positive performing pieces of
launch equipment I have ever used. To
date I’ve only had one model fail to fly on
the very first attempt and that one was a
test model while I was varying the length
of the nichrome igniters.   I’m happy to
share this design with you and hope you
all have as much fun and ease of
operation as I have.   Next month we’ll be
back to talk more about other Micro Auto-
Gyros and Helicopter designs.  Some tiny,
some not so much☺

Editor’s Note: For pictures of the
FLoating Head Piston go to Page 3. For
a Drawing, please go to Page 9.
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August Skies
August 5 - 40th Anniversary Mariner 7
Mars Flyby
August 6 – Full Moon
August 13 – Last Quarter
August 13 - Perseids Meteor Shower Max
August 15 - National Relaxation Day (We
all will need it after NARAM)
August 20 – New Moon
August 25 - 20th Anniversary Voyager 2
Neptune Flyby
August 27– First Quarter

By the end of August, Venus will have set
in the eastern horizon,
while Mars continues its trip
up across the sky. In the beginning of the
month, August 2, Venus will
be right by the
galaxy M35, while Mars will be next to it on
August 28.

Jupiter is rising in the east in the early
evening, so it can be seen
all month, all night. On August 6,
the full Moon, Juipter and the Moon are
right next to each other,
between the constellation
Capricorn and Aquarius. On August 14,
Jupiter will be in opposition.
This means that as seen
from Earth, Jupiter is on the opposite side
of the sky from the Sun.

On August 24, Mercury is at its greatest
elongation, meaning it's as
high in the western sky as
it can get before it goes back and sets.
This will be hard to see
since sunset is so late, but
you may be able to see it around 8pm.
Saturn can be seen to the right
of Mercury.

If you are up late building at NARAM, on
the morning of August 12 and
August 13, you
can see the Perseids Metoer Shower. This
is the peak time, so you may
see 30-50 meteors
per hour.  Look to the northeast, and up
half way in the sky.  Look

August Astro News
for Cassiopeda
(an M or a W, depending on the sky), and
Perseus is close by. The Moon
will cause some
problems but see if you can ":wish upon a
star" (really a meteor.)
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Pratt Hobbies is proud to an-
nounce that we are now a QUEST
dealer!  Contact us for all your
Quest and MicroMaxx products.

New T-Shirt! Check it out at
www.pratthobbies.com

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

Mention your NARHAMS
membership on

the online order form for a
Special Ludicrous Discount!

NASA LUNAR MISSION SUC-
CESSFULLY ENTERS MOON
ORBIT

GREENBELT, Md. -- After a four and a
half day journey from the Earth,
the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter, or
LRO, has successfully entered
orbit around the moon. Engineers at
NASA's Goddard Space Flight
Center in Greenbelt, Md., confirmed
the spacecraft's lunar orbit
insertion at 6:27 a.m. EDT Tuesday.

During transit to the moon, engineers
performed a mid-course
correction to get the spacecraft in the
proper position to reach its
lunar destination. Since the moon is
always moving, the spacecraft
shot for a target point ahead of the
moon. When close to the moon,
LRO used its rocket motor to slow
down until the gravity of the moon
caught the spacecraft in lunar orbit.

"Lunar orbit insertion is a crucial
milestone for the mission," said
Cathy Peddie, LRO deputy project
manager at Goddard. "The LRO
mission
cannot begin until the moon captures
us. Once we enter the moon's
orbit, we can begin to buildup the
dataset needed to understand in
greater detail the lunar topography,
features and resources. We are
so proud to be a part of this exciting
mission and NASA's planned
return to the moon."

A series of four engine burns over the
next four days will put the
satellite into its commissioning phase
orbit. During the
commissioning phase each of its
seven instruments is checked out and
brought online. The commissioning
phase will end approximately 60
days after launch, when LRO will use
its engines to transition to its

primary mission orbit.

For its primary mission, LRO will orbit
above the moon at about 31
miles, or 50 kilometers, for one year. The
spacecraft's instruments
will help scientists compile high resolution,
three-dimensional maps
of the lunar surface and also survey it at
many spectral wavelengths.

The satellite will explore the moon's
deepest craters, examining
permanently sunlit and shadowed regions,
and provide understanding of
the effects of lunar radiation on humans.
LRO will return more data
about the moon than any previous
mission.

For more information about the LRO
mission, visit:

http://www.nasa.gov/lro

An Art Applewhite Saucer beginning it’s launch.  Photo by Raul Pena
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National Sport Launch 2009 – A
NARHAMSter’s Journey
Mark Wise

Kenosha, Wisconsin is a long drive for a
three-day weekend.  However, considering
that I was hitting the road for the National
Sport Launch and, not incidentally, a long
weekend with my son Michael, the drive
was well worth it.

Todd Schweim, my oldest rocketry buddy,
was planning to go to NSL to shoot photos
for Sport Rocketry, and he readily agreed to
share a room at the convention hotel and to
give Michael a ride from the other side of
Wisconsin (a six-hour drive each way).
Thanks, Todd!

As always, I had hoped to get more rockets
built before the event, but it didn’t happen.
I finished my Semroc SLS Laser-X a week or
so before NSL, but I just plain ran out of
time to build anything else.  I never seem to
do much flying at national events, anyway.

Todd, Michael, and I met up at the hotel on
Friday afternoon, May 22nd.  Trip Barber
joined us for dinner, and it was a rare treat to
see Michael discussing everything from
electromagnetic railguns to origami rockets
with him.  (Todd and I are used to this; I
think it came as a bit of a surprise for Trip.)
Unlike NARAM or NARCON, there are no
planned evening events during NSL.  If
you’re really lucky, you have a rocketry
buddy who works at a winery part-time and
likes to share a few bottles (not at the field,
of course!), and you can sit on the hotel
porch, sipping the good stuff and
discussing the meaning of life with old
friends.  Michael chose to go back to the
room and finish the Deltie he was building,
but I had a great time with Todd as well as
Bruce and Kathy McLeod, friends from the
old CMAR section.

We motored out to the Bong State
Recreation Area the next morning. The host
section, WOOSH, had done a great job of
setting up the range.  They accommodated
everything from MicroMaxx through Level 3
HPR.  It’s a big park, and you could be just
about certain of getting your model back if
you were careful about motor impulse and
launcher angle. We had a few issues with a

swamp and a forest to the south, but you
can’t have everything!

Saturday was the best day, weather-wise.
There were quite a few high power flights,
ranging up to M, while the weather was
good.  I recall getting thumped in the chest
by a sonic boom, the first I’d ever
experienced. At the other extreme, Michael
flew his X-Roc, his own design.  The body
is origami (made from printer paper) with a
6-mm stuffer tube to hold the MicroMaxx
motor.  It’s no more than three inches long,
and you have to be sure to recover it before
someone steps on it!  I flew my SLS Laser-X
on an F25-6 White Lightning.  The
parachute took a long time to open after
ejection, but it finally deployed for a soft
landing.  Unfortunately, it spit the motor
mount.  I should be grateful (and I am) that
enough of the charge blew forward to
deploy the recovery system.  By the time I
flew the Laser-X, it was clouding up, and
the day ended with a downpour at about 3
PM.

On Saturday night, Michael and I hung out
with the MASA contingent for dinner.  I
hope to see Michael get involved with
MASA, and it was a good chance for him to
meet some really great people.  Besides,
MASA folks tend to hang out with
NARHAMS folks at East Coast events, and
fair’s fair, right? Todd staggered into the
room at who knows what hour, having been
the designated driver for a couple of MASA
party animals.  I’m told that a good time was
had by all.

While I didn’t do any building during NSL,
Michael bought a Sparrow tailless B/G from
Starlight Model Rockets, and he built it at
the field. We spread a tarp behind my car,
and that was all the workshop he needed.
He flew it on Sunday morning, and he was
totally captivated by its performance.  I
think we have another glider enthusiast in A
Division!  He also flew his X-Roc one last
time before the wind picked up.  Meanwhile,
I flew my Red River Merlin on an F23-4FJ as
my underpowered entry in the G Gouda Loft
event.  Hey, we were in Wisconsin,
“America’s Dairyland,” and a cheese-loft
seemed perfectly logical.  My time wasn’t
competitive, but I had fun.

Con’t on Page 8

Todd looked my Merlin over after that flight
and spoke those fateful words, “You know,
you could go for Level 1 with that rocket.”
I’m usually more resistant to peer pressure,
but I finally broke down and bought a
reload casing and an H128 certification kit
from Wildman Hobbies. You can imagine
how a rocket weighing about half a kilogram
zipped off the pad under that kind of thrust!
I barely saw the Merlin as it streaked
skyward, but I did pick up the smoke trail
and the chute (a 24-inch Chute by Boe,
made to order in Navy blue and gold).  The
wind had picked up by then, and the model
drifted. And drifted. And drifted.  It cleared
the pond, but a long search with Todd’s
help pretty well proved that it didn’t clear
the trees. We did, however, find a 10x Rock-
a-Chute in the cow pasture, which Michael
returned to its owner.  On the bright side, I
now know that I can build and fly to Level 1
standards.  I just have to prove that I can
recover the doggone thing….

The crowd had thinned out pretty well on
Monday, as lots of folks chose to start for
home.  The weather was windy most of the
day, and WOOSH shut the range down
about noon as rain threatened.  I got in one
flight on my Initiator with an F23-4FJ, and it
took me over an hour to find it.

Michael and I both checked out the
vendors, who staged a pretty good turnout.
As I’d mentioned above, Michael bought a
Sparrow from Starlight, as well as an
Edmonds Geminee from Balsa Machining
Service.  I had some great conversations
with Art Upton from BoosterVision, Jay
Calvert from Impulse Buys, Dave from
Wildman Hobbies, and Bill Saindon of Balsa
Machining Service.  For better or worse, I
keep a low limit on my MasterCard, or I’d
have had a trunk full of kits, motors, and
launch gear!

Two manufacturers presented particularly
interesting stuff.  Rick Randol from
Indianapolis introduced the first kits from
Newway Spacemodels.  Rick and his son
Luke questioned one of our basic
assumptions and asked themselves, “Why
are body tubes round?”  They’ve rolled out
four kits with square cross sections, and
they look interesting.  I drove home with a
4-Square, which combines a square body
tube with square tube fins.  I’ll let you know

how it turns out.

Equally exciting was the new Interrogator G
from Sirius Rocketry.  Dave and Evie Miller
rolled out a high-power version of their
popular Interrogator kit, suitable for F, G, or
H power. With a special introductory price
and an awesome demo flight, they sold out
their initial production run by Sunday
afternoon.  Give me a few months to build it,
and you’ll see a product review.

As I’ve said before, Wisconsin was a heck
of a drive for a three-day weekend, but it
was definitely time and money well spent.
See you at NSL 2010, if my boss doesn’t
send me out of town!

Michael Wise with his origami MicroMaxx rocket.
Photo by Mark Wise

Origami-roc on the pad. Photo by Mark Wise

Yes, they all fly. Newway's first kits Photo by Mark
Wise

At the other end of the spectrum...  Photo by
Mark Wise

National Sport Launch 2009 – A NARHAMSter’s Journey Con’t
Mark Wise
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Calendar of Events for September and October 2009

Stocking rocket kits from Quest, Custom, Fliskits,
Semroc, and Estes.

NARHAMS Members get at least a 20% discount
at the Laurel store.

Ask for Scott!
354 Domer Avenue
Laurel, Maryland

(301)725-0383
www.hobbyworks.com

Photos from the Dundalk Rocket Demo on June 26, 2009

Sport launches are held at Old National Park from 10am-4pm, waiver up to 3.3 lbs
and “G” motors not exceeding 62.5 grams of propellant.
All flights “E” power and above are restricted while soccer games are present on
the field adjacent to the launch area.
Call ahead to confirm launch and waiver availability.
Business meetings are held at the College Park AirportAnnex Building. Meetings
begin at 5pm with building sessions or presentations and last until 10:00pm or so.
Questions?  Call Club President Jim Filler at 301-524-4447 or visit NARHAMS
online at http://www.narhams.org

Sep 5-6 9 am – 5 pm   RAMTEC-13 Regional Meet (tentative)
Ft. Indiantown Gap, PA
Sep 6 1 – 2 pm   Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Sep 12 5:30 – 9:30 pm   Monthly meeting, Kit Bash Building Session
College Park, MD
Sep 19 10 am – 4 pm   Sport Launch, Ping Pong Ball Spot Landing, Night Launch
(Sep 26 rain date)
Mt. Airy, MD
Oct 3 5:30 – 9:30 pm   Monthly meeting, R/C Building Session (Robert Edmonds)
College Park, MD
Oct 4 1 – 2 pm   Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Oct 17 10 am – 4 pm   HQSM-43 Section Meet (Oct 24 rain date)
Events: B ELD, E BG (Brad Grant CD)
Mt. Airy, MD
Oct 24-25 9 am – 5 pm   Capitol Cup 2009 FAI Meet (Tony Reynolds CD)
The Plains, Va

All Photos provided by Raul Pena.  Also a special than you to Raul and Mark for helping out and making it a great Demo
Launch.

With the President (and several other
NARHAMSTERS) competing at NARAM 51
I was curious as to how we are doing. As
of this writing, the home team is putting up a
good fight at NARAM 51. John McCoy’s 1/
8 HD took a 3rd place  and Matt Filler is
doing well in the “B” Division. If you want
to find out about what is happening at
NARAM51, go to http://
www.naramlive.com.
Speaking of NAR National Events, Mark
Wise went to the National Sport Launch in
Wisconsin back on Memorial Day. He has
an excellent article about the launch.  I am
very curious as to where the NAR will hold
the NSL next year.
On some other NAR National Event news, it
looks like NARCON will again be held in
Connecticut. This event will again be hosted
by CATO.  NARAM 52 looks like it will be
out in Colorado next year.
On the Regional and local contest fronts,
there is RAMTEC up in Pennsylvania on
Labor Day weekend and The Club will be
having it’s annual open meet in October. If
you have any interest in contest flyin, the
open meet is a good place to start.
With Summer coming to an end and School
starting backup there should be an
opportunity for club members to get
involved in some Outreach projects. For
those members who have done this it is a
good time and you get a chance to “Pay
Forward”.
Don’t forget in September we have club
elections so make sure you are there for the
meeting.

Finally I want to thank everyone who has
contributed to the Zog.  I have been given
great material. One of the goals I have set
for myself for next year is to try to have the
Zog 43 win the Rockwell Trophy.  For that to
happen, we will continue to need great
material. I will also be working harder to
produce a cleaner newsletter.

Brad
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Business meetings are held at the College Park AirportAnnex Building. Meetings
begin at 5pm with building sessions or presentations and last until 10:00pm or so.
Questions?  Call Club President Jim Filler at 301-524-4447 or visit NARHAMS
online at http://www.narhams.org

Sep 5-6 9 am – 5 pm   RAMTEC-13 Regional Meet (tentative)
Ft. Indiantown Gap, PA
Sep 6 1 – 2 pm   Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Sep 12 5:30 – 9:30 pm   Monthly meeting, Kit Bash Building Session
College Park, MD
Sep 19 10 am – 4 pm   Sport Launch, Ping Pong Ball Spot Landing, Night Launch
(Sep 26 rain date)
Mt. Airy, MD
Oct 3 5:30 – 9:30 pm   Monthly meeting, R/C Building Session (Robert Edmonds)
College Park, MD
Oct 4 1 – 2 pm   Goddard Public Launch
Greenbelt, MD
Oct 17 10 am – 4 pm   HQSM-43 Section Meet (Oct 24 rain date)
Events: B ELD, E BG (Brad Grant CD)
Mt. Airy, MD
Oct 24-25 9 am – 5 pm   Capitol Cup 2009 FAI Meet (Tony Reynolds CD)
The Plains, Va

All Photos provided by Raul Pena.  Also a special than you to Raul and Mark for helping out and making it a great Demo
Launch.

With the President (and several other
NARHAMSTERS) competing at NARAM 51
I was curious as to how we are doing. As
of this writing, the home team is putting up a
good fight at NARAM 51. John McCoy’s 1/
8 HD took a 3rd place  and Matt Filler is
doing well in the “B” Division. If you want
to find out about what is happening at
NARAM51, go to http://
www.naramlive.com.
Speaking of NAR National Events, Mark
Wise went to the National Sport Launch in
Wisconsin back on Memorial Day. He has
an excellent article about the launch.  I am
very curious as to where the NAR will hold
the NSL next year.
On some other NAR National Event news, it
looks like NARCON will again be held in
Connecticut. This event will again be hosted
by CATO.  NARAM 52 looks like it will be
out in Colorado next year.
On the Regional and local contest fronts,
there is RAMTEC up in Pennsylvania on
Labor Day weekend and The Club will be
having it’s annual open meet in October. If
you have any interest in contest flyin, the
open meet is a good place to start.
With Summer coming to an end and School
starting backup there should be an
opportunity for club members to get
involved in some Outreach projects. For
those members who have done this it is a
good time and you get a chance to “Pay
Forward”.
Don’t forget in September we have club
elections so make sure you are there for the
meeting.

Finally I want to thank everyone who has
contributed to the Zog.  I have been given
great material. One of the goals I have set
for myself for next year is to try to have the
Zog 43 win the Rockwell Trophy.  For that to
happen, we will continue to need great
material. I will also be working harder to
produce a cleaner newsletter.

Brad
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National Sport Launch 2009 – A
NARHAMSter’s Journey
Mark Wise

Kenosha, Wisconsin is a long drive for a
three-day weekend.  However, considering
that I was hitting the road for the National
Sport Launch and, not incidentally, a long
weekend with my son Michael, the drive
was well worth it.

Todd Schweim, my oldest rocketry buddy,
was planning to go to NSL to shoot photos
for Sport Rocketry, and he readily agreed to
share a room at the convention hotel and to
give Michael a ride from the other side of
Wisconsin (a six-hour drive each way).
Thanks, Todd!

As always, I had hoped to get more rockets
built before the event, but it didn’t happen.
I finished my Semroc SLS Laser-X a week or
so before NSL, but I just plain ran out of
time to build anything else.  I never seem to
do much flying at national events, anyway.

Todd, Michael, and I met up at the hotel on
Friday afternoon, May 22nd.  Trip Barber
joined us for dinner, and it was a rare treat to
see Michael discussing everything from
electromagnetic railguns to origami rockets
with him.  (Todd and I are used to this; I
think it came as a bit of a surprise for Trip.)
Unlike NARAM or NARCON, there are no
planned evening events during NSL.  If
you’re really lucky, you have a rocketry
buddy who works at a winery part-time and
likes to share a few bottles (not at the field,
of course!), and you can sit on the hotel
porch, sipping the good stuff and
discussing the meaning of life with old
friends.  Michael chose to go back to the
room and finish the Deltie he was building,
but I had a great time with Todd as well as
Bruce and Kathy McLeod, friends from the
old CMAR section.

We motored out to the Bong State
Recreation Area the next morning. The host
section, WOOSH, had done a great job of
setting up the range.  They accommodated
everything from MicroMaxx through Level 3
HPR.  It’s a big park, and you could be just
about certain of getting your model back if
you were careful about motor impulse and
launcher angle. We had a few issues with a

swamp and a forest to the south, but you
can’t have everything!

Saturday was the best day, weather-wise.
There were quite a few high power flights,
ranging up to M, while the weather was
good.  I recall getting thumped in the chest
by a sonic boom, the first I’d ever
experienced. At the other extreme, Michael
flew his X-Roc, his own design.  The body
is origami (made from printer paper) with a
6-mm stuffer tube to hold the MicroMaxx
motor.  It’s no more than three inches long,
and you have to be sure to recover it before
someone steps on it!  I flew my SLS Laser-X
on an F25-6 White Lightning.  The
parachute took a long time to open after
ejection, but it finally deployed for a soft
landing.  Unfortunately, it spit the motor
mount.  I should be grateful (and I am) that
enough of the charge blew forward to
deploy the recovery system.  By the time I
flew the Laser-X, it was clouding up, and
the day ended with a downpour at about 3
PM.

On Saturday night, Michael and I hung out
with the MASA contingent for dinner.  I
hope to see Michael get involved with
MASA, and it was a good chance for him to
meet some really great people.  Besides,
MASA folks tend to hang out with
NARHAMS folks at East Coast events, and
fair’s fair, right? Todd staggered into the
room at who knows what hour, having been
the designated driver for a couple of MASA
party animals.  I’m told that a good time was
had by all.

While I didn’t do any building during NSL,
Michael bought a Sparrow tailless B/G from
Starlight Model Rockets, and he built it at
the field. We spread a tarp behind my car,
and that was all the workshop he needed.
He flew it on Sunday morning, and he was
totally captivated by its performance.  I
think we have another glider enthusiast in A
Division!  He also flew his X-Roc one last
time before the wind picked up.  Meanwhile,
I flew my Red River Merlin on an F23-4FJ as
my underpowered entry in the G Gouda Loft
event.  Hey, we were in Wisconsin,
“America’s Dairyland,” and a cheese-loft
seemed perfectly logical.  My time wasn’t
competitive, but I had fun.

Con’t on Page 8

Todd looked my Merlin over after that flight
and spoke those fateful words, “You know,
you could go for Level 1 with that rocket.”
I’m usually more resistant to peer pressure,
but I finally broke down and bought a
reload casing and an H128 certification kit
from Wildman Hobbies. You can imagine
how a rocket weighing about half a kilogram
zipped off the pad under that kind of thrust!
I barely saw the Merlin as it streaked
skyward, but I did pick up the smoke trail
and the chute (a 24-inch Chute by Boe,
made to order in Navy blue and gold).  The
wind had picked up by then, and the model
drifted. And drifted. And drifted.  It cleared
the pond, but a long search with Todd’s
help pretty well proved that it didn’t clear
the trees. We did, however, find a 10x Rock-
a-Chute in the cow pasture, which Michael
returned to its owner.  On the bright side, I
now know that I can build and fly to Level 1
standards.  I just have to prove that I can
recover the doggone thing….

The crowd had thinned out pretty well on
Monday, as lots of folks chose to start for
home.  The weather was windy most of the
day, and WOOSH shut the range down
about noon as rain threatened.  I got in one
flight on my Initiator with an F23-4FJ, and it
took me over an hour to find it.

Michael and I both checked out the
vendors, who staged a pretty good turnout.
As I’d mentioned above, Michael bought a
Sparrow from Starlight, as well as an
Edmonds Geminee from Balsa Machining
Service.  I had some great conversations
with Art Upton from BoosterVision, Jay
Calvert from Impulse Buys, Dave from
Wildman Hobbies, and Bill Saindon of Balsa
Machining Service.  For better or worse, I
keep a low limit on my MasterCard, or I’d
have had a trunk full of kits, motors, and
launch gear!

Two manufacturers presented particularly
interesting stuff.  Rick Randol from
Indianapolis introduced the first kits from
Newway Spacemodels.  Rick and his son
Luke questioned one of our basic
assumptions and asked themselves, “Why
are body tubes round?”  They’ve rolled out
four kits with square cross sections, and
they look interesting.  I drove home with a
4-Square, which combines a square body
tube with square tube fins.  I’ll let you know

how it turns out.

Equally exciting was the new Interrogator G
from Sirius Rocketry.  Dave and Evie Miller
rolled out a high-power version of their
popular Interrogator kit, suitable for F, G, or
H power. With a special introductory price
and an awesome demo flight, they sold out
their initial production run by Sunday
afternoon.  Give me a few months to build it,
and you’ll see a product review.

As I’ve said before, Wisconsin was a heck
of a drive for a three-day weekend, but it
was definitely time and money well spent.
See you at NSL 2010, if my boss doesn’t
send me out of town!

Michael Wise with his origami MicroMaxx rocket.
Photo by Mark Wise

Origami-roc on the pad. Photo by Mark Wise

Yes, they all fly. Newway's first kits Photo by Mark
Wise

At the other end of the spectrum...  Photo by
Mark Wise

National Sport Launch 2009 – A NARHAMSter’s Journey Con’t
Mark Wise
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Pratt Hobbies is proud to an-
nounce that we are now a QUEST
dealer!  Contact us for all your
Quest and MicroMaxx products.

New T-Shirt! Check it out at
www.pratthobbies.com

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

Mention your NARHAMS
membership on

the online order form for a
Special Ludicrous Discount!

NASA LUNAR MISSION SUC-
CESSFULLY ENTERS MOON
ORBIT

GREENBELT, Md. -- After a four and a
half day journey from the Earth,
the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter, or
LRO, has successfully entered
orbit around the moon. Engineers at
NASA's Goddard Space Flight
Center in Greenbelt, Md., confirmed
the spacecraft's lunar orbit
insertion at 6:27 a.m. EDT Tuesday.

During transit to the moon, engineers
performed a mid-course
correction to get the spacecraft in the
proper position to reach its
lunar destination. Since the moon is
always moving, the spacecraft
shot for a target point ahead of the
moon. When close to the moon,
LRO used its rocket motor to slow
down until the gravity of the moon
caught the spacecraft in lunar orbit.

"Lunar orbit insertion is a crucial
milestone for the mission," said
Cathy Peddie, LRO deputy project
manager at Goddard. "The LRO
mission
cannot begin until the moon captures
us. Once we enter the moon's
orbit, we can begin to buildup the
dataset needed to understand in
greater detail the lunar topography,
features and resources. We are
so proud to be a part of this exciting
mission and NASA's planned
return to the moon."

A series of four engine burns over the
next four days will put the
satellite into its commissioning phase
orbit. During the
commissioning phase each of its
seven instruments is checked out and
brought online. The commissioning
phase will end approximately 60
days after launch, when LRO will use
its engines to transition to its

primary mission orbit.

For its primary mission, LRO will orbit
above the moon at about 31
miles, or 50 kilometers, for one year. The
spacecraft's instruments
will help scientists compile high resolution,
three-dimensional maps
of the lunar surface and also survey it at
many spectral wavelengths.

The satellite will explore the moon's
deepest craters, examining
permanently sunlit and shadowed regions,
and provide understanding of
the effects of lunar radiation on humans.
LRO will return more data
about the moon than any previous
mission.

For more information about the LRO
mission, visit:

http://www.nasa.gov/lro

An Art Applewhite Saucer beginning it’s launch.  Photo by Raul Pena
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August Skies
August 5 - 40th Anniversary Mariner 7
Mars Flyby
August 6 – Full Moon
August 13 – Last Quarter
August 13 - Perseids Meteor Shower Max
August 15 - National Relaxation Day (We
all will need it after NARAM)
August 20 – New Moon
August 25 - 20th Anniversary Voyager 2
Neptune Flyby
August 27– First Quarter

By the end of August, Venus will have set
in the eastern horizon,
while Mars continues its trip
up across the sky. In the beginning of the
month, August 2, Venus will
be right by the
galaxy M35, while Mars will be next to it on
August 28.

Jupiter is rising in the east in the early
evening, so it can be seen
all month, all night. On August 6,
the full Moon, Juipter and the Moon are
right next to each other,
between the constellation
Capricorn and Aquarius. On August 14,
Jupiter will be in opposition.
This means that as seen
from Earth, Jupiter is on the opposite side
of the sky from the Sun.

On August 24, Mercury is at its greatest
elongation, meaning it's as
high in the western sky as
it can get before it goes back and sets.
This will be hard to see
since sunset is so late, but
you may be able to see it around 8pm.
Saturn can be seen to the right
of Mercury.

If you are up late building at NARAM, on
the morning of August 12 and
August 13, you
can see the Perseids Metoer Shower. This
is the peak time, so you may
see 30-50 meteors
per hour.  Look to the northeast, and up
half way in the sky.  Look

August Astro News
for Cassiopeda
(an M or a W, depending on the sky), and
Perseus is close by. The Moon
will cause some
problems but see if you can ":wish upon a
star" (really a meteor.)
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ZOG-43  is the official newsletter of
NARHAMS the National Association of
Rocketry Headquarters Astro Modeling
Section # 139

NARHAMS is the oldest model rocket club
in the United States!

ZOG- 43 is dedicated to model rocketeers
of all ages, abilities, and interest. We are
committed to providing the most current,
up-to-date information on model and real
world rocketry, and to provide educational
material as well as entertaining information.
ZOG -43 is published monthly and is
available to anyone on a subscription basis.
Current rates are $10 for meeting pickup or
email or $15 for postal mail U.S. Funds for
12 issues a year, payable to NARHAMS
  Material in ZOG -43 is not copyrighted.
Free and unlimited reproduction is granted
with the proper credit to the author and/or
ZOG-43.

For more information.....

If you have any questions about ZOG-43
or NARHAMS, or if you have any
comment(s),  correspondence, free
merchandise or if you’d like to submit an
article, send them to :

ZOG-43, 3102 Eden Drive

Abingdon, Md. 21009

E-Mail ZOG-43 at:
zog43editor@yahoo.com

ZOG-43 is edited by Bradley Grant, and is
an eight-time winner of the  NAR/LAC
“Rockwell” Trophy, recognized as the best
NAR section newsletter.

Years won: 1969, 1973, 1975, 1990, 1991, 1992,
2003, & 2004

Zog-43 staff typist is none other than
Jennifer Ash-Poole a.k.a. Secretary to the
Stars !

Photographs: by Whomever has a camera,
except where noted.

ZOG-43 is produced on a typewriter.
Masters are printed on a  Ditto Machine.

This Edition: 35 copies

NARHAMS ON THE WEB

http://www.narhams.org

Send and receive E-mail with other
NARHAMS members through NARHAMS

Web page grouplist via yahoo-groups.

ZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYZOG  ROYAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURTAL COURT
( NARHAMS OFFICERS )

ZOG (President)

Jim Filler

 301-524-4447

Vice Zog (Vice-President)

 Chris Ha

COLLECTOR OF THE  ROYAL
TAXES  (Treasurer)

Ed Pearson    301-577-7775

KEEPER OF THE HOLY WORDS

( Secretary )

Chris Kidwell  571-434-7507

COURT JESTER  (Section
Advisor)

Mark Wise

Directions to College Park
Airport:

Follow I-495 to Kenilworth Ave. South.
Make a right onto Paint Branch Parkway,
then make a right on Cpl. Frank S. Scott
Dr. At the airport entrance go straight to the
Operations Building, the annex building is
adjacent to the “Ops” building.
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NARHAMS serves Baltimore, the state of
Md., Washington DC and the surrounding
Metropolitan areas. The club is a section
of the National Association of Model
Rocketry (NAR) and we are the oldest
continuously active model rocket club in
the United States, first established as a high
school club in 1963, changing our name to
NARHAMS when chartered as a NAR
section in 1965. NARHAMS is the only
seven time winner of the NAR “Section of
the Year” award.

Years won: 1997,1998,1999, 2001, 2004, 2006,
and 2007

NARHAMS members regularly fly their
model rockets at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center on Soil Conservation Rd. in
Greenbelt Md. The launches are open to
the public and are held the first  Sunday of
every month (weather permitting), starting
at 1 PM.

Sport Launches are usually held the third
Saturday of every month at Old National
Regional park near Mt. Airy, Md. Check the
web page for updates.

NARHAMS welcomes all prospective new
members to our monthly meetings. They are
held on the first Saturday of the month from
5:30 to 9:30 PM at the College Park Airport
Annex Building. Dues are 10 cents a week,
with an initial 50 cents up front (good for 5
weeks) as a sign of good faith.

Monthly meetings available on-line via
chat-room , simply go to the NARHAMS
homepage and click on the link.

Micro Model
Magnifying
Corner: By

“Micromeister” : John McCoy  -

Nar-15731

Micro Piston &
FloatingHead Piston
Launchers:

This Column will not make the
single column format I’ve been trying
to maintain. We’ll have to see if I can
squeeze it into two Columns as this
subject may need a bit more space and
at least one Drawing attachments.

Piston Launcher: Can be as
simple as a ¼” Hardwood dowel, a
length of T2+ (.281") body tubing, and
a ¼ to ½” piece of T2 (.246") tubing.
About 10 years ago Micro-Maxers
used these crude but effective zero
volumn Pistons to help our .21Ns
MMX-1 motors lift tiny PD & SD
models to altitudes exceeding 300feet.
These slightly longer delayed motors
were great for just this application.
Generally we started with a 12"long x
¼” hard wood dowel, sanding it
smooth as possible and reduced the
OD to easily but snuggly fit the stop
ring T2 glued into the bottom ¼” to ½”
of the 6 to 9" long T2+ Slide tube
making up the piston body.   On the
forward end Masking or some form of
Metal tape, Aluminum, Stainless or
Titanium tape was tightly and babies
butt smoothly wrapped around the
forward end of the wooden dowel to
from the piston head.  This head was
generally about an inch long and made
snug enough to slide easily but
maintain close contact with the inside
wall of the T2+ slide tube piston body.
Some of us decided to go a step further
finding brass tubing that fit almost
perfectly inside the T2+ tubing.  This
“Metal Head” was married to the
wooden dowel with whatever spacers
were required to center the parts and a
bit of epoxy used to permanently set
the head.   On each side of the T2+
about ¼” to ½” below the top edge,
two tiny holes were carefully drilled or
needle drilled just large enough to
pass our .0100" (30ga.) Bare nichrome
igniter wires.   These lead legs were

extended out on each side of the slide tube
far enough for the micro-clips to have
attachment access.
     The Bottom end of the Dowel was then
some way attached to a base Launcher, far
to many options to list. But a couple would
include attachment, inside a tower launcher,
slipped into a Tube launcher, or fixed to a
wooden block.
     Our model is then prepared by installing
the micro Motor with about ¼” extending
beyond the aft end of the model securely
mounted in the model by friction fit or with
a motor stop.   On the outside a single wrap
of 1/8"- ¼” masking tape was carefully
wrapped to create a snug friction fit
between the motor and Sliding T2+ Piston
tube while carefully aligning the installed
igniter through the tiny holes or slits in the
slide tube sides.  Once mounted, the clips
are attached and the model is ready for
launch.
     These were pretty effective but a pain in
the backside to make work well on the field
under competition pressure. Lots of mis-
fires, shorted igniters and other
annoyances.
Floating Head Piston:  There has to be a
better Way!   Several folks started looking
for ways to make the contact points
internal.  This necessitated use of tubing
rather then a dowel as the structural
support member and finding methods and
material that would stand up to the riggers
of mod-Roc ignition aftermath.  Brass or
stainless tubing seem the answer, as
Aluminum just didn’t hold up well under
the heat of repeated ignition. Another
problem was OD diameter size.  Nothing
“Standard” seemed to fit well in the .220"
ID needed.  Sanding down the OD of a
tube wall is tedious, Not very doable in
Stainless Steel though some day I’m
going to try again.   Brass tubing is the
material of choice and the closes fit to our
.246"OD/.220" ID stop tube is 7/
32"(.2188") OD tubing.  Looks like a great
fit right? Well not quite as the
manufacturing tolerance generally makes
the tubing actually a little to big. We
have to sand it down.  Over time I’ve
learned not only to do this but to taper
the tube over the first 11" to .1968" as well
at the forward most end.  The ID also just
passes standard jacket 22/2 copper
speaker wire.  Giving plenty of spacing
between the outer wall and wire for

soldering and insulation of a tiny little 2-
socket connector.  Once soldered to the
22/2 wire the assembly is carefully
epoxied into the center of the brass
tubing using masking tape to form an
epoxy base that will be sanded smooth.
These connectors are usually used on PC
boards but I’ve adapted them to make one
great little centering connector for our
micro piston.  Mill-Max .100" Sockets
come in a variety of configuration options
and are listed on the accompanying
Floating head drawing.  They are used for
the Soldered base tube connector, plug in
Floating heads and for making up the
only really throw away part the socket/
nichrome igniters.
       Heads are formed using a 2-pin Mill-
Max socket, ¼” length of T2 tubing and a
very small amount of epoxy to center the
socket in the tube.   These plug directly
into the base tube after a 8 to 10" T2+
slide tube with glued in ¼ to ½” T2 Stop
ring is installed on the Brass base tube.
      Making up the igniters is only a slight
pain.  I set up the soldering iron in the
living room to make up about 50 of these
little igniters during a couple TV shows.
Is this tedious….Sure it can be; but the
effort is more than worth it.
     I’ve been using a Micro Piston like this
for about 3 years now.  It’s got to be one
of the most positive performing pieces of
launch equipment I have ever used. To
date I’ve only had one model fail to fly on
the very first attempt and that one was a
test model while I was varying the length
of the nichrome igniters.   I’m happy to
share this design with you and hope you
all have as much fun and ease of
operation as I have.   Next month we’ll be
back to talk more about other Micro Auto-
Gyros and Helicopter designs.  Some tiny,
some not so much☺

Editor’s Note: For pictures of the
FLoating Head Piston go to Page 3. For
a Drawing, please go to Page 9.
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ZOG - FORTY THREE
3102 Eden Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009

Launch Schedule
SPORT LAUNCH

Old National Pike Park
August 15th
Cancelled
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Coming in the September 2009 Issue

From The Prez

We should have some reports from NARAM 51. I am also hoping to have information
from the 40th anniversary of theApollo 11 Launch at Goddard.

A Wonderful looking Lawn Dart. Thanks Raul!!!!   Phot by Raul Pena

Editors Canadian Arrow clearing the Pad. Photo
by Raul Pena

The end of the Contest Year quickly
approaches for those that fly competition
rocketry. Of course the culmination of the
year is the NAR Annual Meet which is
near Pittsburgh Pa. The meet goes from
Friday Aug 7 through Friday Aug14. So if
you’re looking for something to do, come
up and join us at the meet. The opening
weekend is all about sport flying with
lots of cool models being flown!

The months column is about regulation
and how the hobby of model rocketry
has come a long way but still faces the
threat of regulation everyday. The recent
court ruling in favor of the hobby groups
being able to have Ammonium
Perchorlate (fuel for composite hobby
and high power motors) removed from
the low explosives user permit
requirements. However some igniters,
black powder and various items are still
included and regulated by the BATF.
Along those same lines, the College Park
Air Show is coming up on Sat August
29th at College Park Airport where we
have our monthly business meetings.
Prior to 9-11, we participated in the
annual event and even flew a demo right
from the middle of the runways to start
the show off! We were hoping to restart
this tradition with the Air Show starting
up again this year. We have been told by
the airport that due to some sort of
regulation we will not be permitted to fly
a demo. We can, and will have a static
display of models and members to talk to
the crowd. It is sad that we can not put
on this demo due to some sort of
government regulation. Nobody seems to
know for sure but we have our thoughts
on which government entity is calling the
shots. It seems like the battle is never
going to end. As a hobby group
nationally we have fought our way
through various government regulations
in the 50 years the hobby has been in
existence. We have established good

relations with the NFPA, the CSPA, and of
course just this past February, the FAA
relaxed the waiver requirements for
notams and such for model rockets up to
3.3 lbs. So now that the BATF issues are
basically all done it appears that the
newest government entity that is
concerned with the hobby guys that fly
model rockets, are starting to get involved
with us.

Sigh……


